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FOURTH JUDGE APPOINTMENT BILL.
IReceived from the Legislative Assembly,

and, on motion by the MINISTER FOE
LANDS, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 29 minutes

past 5 o'clock, until the next day.

3ZEisbtibe gsSeinhIV,
Tuesday, 22nd October, 1901.

P e rvsente - estio. Ha- a Wagons, Oregon
Ti rImporte"Qesto Goomaling Rilway,

as toCopltion - Leae of Absence - Motion
(wtout notc: Mfidland Rtailwa Inquiry, Res~

sentation by Counsel-Perscnsl Explation
W. J. Oeorge)-Appropriation Mtesantge: Public
Works Committee Bil-leussge:- Su y Bill, first
res.ding-anervon.Dabbg sad n B ill,
thir ren-Midlanud Halway (motion), Order
discbarjced-Annnl Estimates: Dee on Finu-
cial Policy, third dny-toui Act Amedment BD.
first reading--Sale by Mortgegees Hilt, first reading
-Adjoarment.

THEi SPEAKER took the Chair at

4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER:- Railway employees

in South-West District, as to reinstate-
ient after the strike.

By the COLONIA.L TEASURER; 1,
copy ofr The Golden Gate of Australia, and
copy of the Review of Reviews for March,
1901, also papers in connection therewith
(moved for by Mr. Taylor) ; 2, Agricul-
tural Bank, interim report; 3, Fremantle

aPublic Hospital, report for 1900-1.
By the CoasusISSolfu OF RAILWAYS:

r, Return (moved for by Mr. Hutchin-
son) showing cost of providing water for
railway purposes at Geraldton during
1900; 2, Return (moved for by Rlon.
F. H. Piesse) showing passenger traffic
between Albany and Beverley on Tues-
day and Wednesday nights.

Ordered to lie on the table.

*QUESTION - RAILWAY WAGONS.
OREGON TIMBER rMPORTED.

MRt. F. McDONALD asked the Com-
missioner of Railways: i. Whether it
was a fact that the Locomotive De-
partnment was importing from England
Oregon timber, worked and prepared, for
the lining of trucks. 2, If so, by whom
ordered. 3, For how many trucks, or ink
what quantity originally ordered. 4,
What quantity had arrived at the loco.
shops. 5, Whether this timber could not
be procured from the contractors at con-
tract rates and prepared locally cheaper
than by importing it through London.
6, If so, whether it would not be advis-
able, in the interests of the State, to
cancel the balance of orders. 7, What
quantity of teak was in stock at the
Loco. Workshops. 8, F rom whom it was
bought, and at what price.. 9, By whom
it was ordered, and *ben. Co. At
present rate of consumption, bow long it
would last. c , If the contractors were
compelled to Supply as required at con-
tract rates, why theyv were not asked to
do so.

THrE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS replied: x, No. It miay be well
to explain that indents were sent home
for 250 bogie trucks and 500 four-
wheel highside trucks, the trucks to be
complete except the karri timber, which
was procured in the State. The sides
and ends of the trucks are Oregon, and
this timber is being sent out with the
trucks. The timber is sent out planed
ready for fitting to trucks. 2, Ordered
by the late Government through the
Agent General to specifications prepared
by the Chief Mechanical Engineer- 3,
250 bogie trucks and 500 four-wheel
trucks. 4, 70 four-wheel trucks, and 40
now being discharged ex s.s. "Mildu."
5, Cannot, say, as it is not known what
the contractors allowed for the timber in
the contract price for the trucks. 6, The
contracts for the trucks have all been
let, and it would not be advisable to
cancel them. 7, About 15,000 super.
feet. 8, About 1,800 feet were purchased
from Contractors at £4 and £4 s. per
100 feet super., and the balance from
Guthrie and Company at £2 l~s. 6d. per
100 feet super. in log. 9, Guthrie's lot,
by Chief Mechanical Engineer, July,
1900. 10, Cannot sAY. Depends upon
the amount of work that comes in
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requiring its use. A smash would use
the lot at once. It is necessary to keep
timber in stock, and this is considered a
very small stock for railway purposes.
i i When this was ordered, considerable
difficulty was experienced in obtaining
teak.

QUESTION-GOOMALLINO RAILWAY,
AS TO COMPLETION.

ME. C. H. RASQN (for Hon. G.
Throssell) asked the Minister for Works:
i, Whether he recognised the importance
of the early completion of the Goonialling
railway, with a view of its use by farmers
for the coming harvest. 2, Whether he
was in a position to name a date for its
completion.

THE 'MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, Yes. 2. No; as the rate of
delivery oif the rails required to complete
the work is uncertain; but the line can
he completed within three mouths after
the delivery of the rails.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by MR. F. Coxxou, leave
of absence for one fortnight was granted
to the member for North Fremnantle (Mr.
Doherty), on the ground of urgent private
business.

MOTION - MIDLAND RAILWAY
INQUIRY, REPRESENTATION BY
COUNSEL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): I
ask for leave to move a, motion without
notice; and in asking for leave, I think it
right to explain that the motion is that
the Receiver and Maniager of the Midland
Railway Company be at liberty to be
represented by counsel before the Joint
Select Committee appointed to inquire
into the affairs and the working of the
Midland Railway Company. It has been
pointed out to me, on behalf of the com-
pany, that unless with the consent of the
House they' cannot appear before a select
committee by counsel; and inasmuch as
some of the witnesses whom they wish to
have cross-examined will be before the
committee to0-morrow morning, it is
impossible to give notice. I therefore
ask the House to grant leave to move the
motion without notice for the reasons I
indicate. So far as I can see, there is no
reason why these people should not

appear before the Select Committee by
counsel.

MR. JACOBY: I wish to ask a question
concerning this.

TnE PREMIER: Let this motion be
put first: the question can be asked
afterwards. I formally move:

That the Receiver and Manager of the
Midland Railway Company be at liberty to
appear by counsel before the Joint Select
Committee appointed to inquire into and
report upon the affairs of the company.
I do not know whether hon. members
want any farther explanation than I1 have
already given. It seems to mue only fair
and reasonable that the company should
be represented at an inquiry which is to
be made into the state of their own
affairs. I submit the motion to the
House now, because if notice is to be
given in the ordinary way to move to-
mnorrow, it will probably be too late. If
there be any objections, I hope hon.
members will state those objections; and
I shall hie only too glad, when I reply, to
offer what explanation I can; or if at the
present moment members will indicate by
interjection what their ideas are, I may
possibly before I sit down give explana.-
tions.

MR. JACOBY: I would like to know
whether counsel can be present to examine
the whole of the witnesses, or only the
Midland Railway Company's witnesses ?

THE PREMIER: This is an applica-
tion for counsel to appear on behalf of
the Midland Railway Company. Only
the Midland Railway Company have
asked to be represented by counsel.
Nobody else has asked. Anybody else
who wants to be represented by counsel
can move the House in the samae way as
the Midland Railway Company ; and
there will be no objection, I presume.

MR. JACOBY: Are we to understand
that counsel can cross-examine any of thle
witnesses, and can be present during the
whole (if the inquiry?

THE PREMIER: Yes.
MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): This

matter of representation by counsel has
not yet been considered by the select
committee. We had a meeting to-day,
and the matter was mentioned; but its
consideration was postponed until to-
morrow. I do not understand the course
of procedure; but it seems to me rather
strange that the motion should be made
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by, a, gentlenman who is not a member of
the select committee.

M.~ TAYLOR: I would like to ask the
Premier whether any other persons are
to be represented by counsel on the com-
mitteeP

THn PREMIER: I am not aware that
there is anybody else who wants to be
represented. So far as I am concerned,
I tell the House candidly-

MR. QUINLA2N: For what purpose do
they want to be representedP

THfE PREMIER: I wish to explain
that the matter was brought under in'v
uotice by a representative of the Midland
Company, who asked me whether I would
endeavour to obtain the consent of the
House to the representation of the
company by counsel. I said I cer-
tanly would; because it seems to me
that a company such as this is fairlyv
entitled to representation before the com-
mittee. If the hon. member (Mr. Hastie),
who is on the committee, is in a position
to tell the Rouse that the select coin-
mittee objects to these people being
represented by counsel, of course there will
be somne reason for debating the question.
I can assure the House, however, that I
move without notice because I think, it is
fair-[SEvERAL MEMBERS: Rear, hear]
-and right that the company should have
an opportunity oif combating what 'nay
be said to their disparagement. I do
not think the application has to come
before the select committee in the first
instance. I hope the hon. member (Mr.
Hastie) will not think I am attempting
to go behind the back of the committee.
The select committee cannot give permnis-
sion to anyone to appear by counsel: it
is the House that has to give permission.
If the hon. member (Mr. Hastie) would
rather that the motion should be
adjourned till the joint committee can
consider it, I will not object to that. In
fact, if there is any violent opposition to
the motion, I do not think I shall press it.
I brought it forward only because I think
it is a fair request to make.

Mn. R. H ASTIR : As a. member of the
joint select committee, I may state that
representations were made by the Midland
Railway Company that permission should
be given for counsel to appear on their
behalf. The question was left over by
the committee till to-morrow morning,
when the committee will meet and consider

it. Person-allIdonot see any objection
to tis request being granted, and I do
not know that there is any objection
among members of the committee.

MR. H ICHAM: If the Midland Rail-
way Company are to be represented by
cou~nsel before this committee, I think the
other parties interested should also be
represented and be allowed thie samne
advantage.

MR. M. H. JACOBY: I hope the
Premier will postpone the motion till
the committee have bad an opportunity
of discussing it. [SEVKEAL MEMBERS:
Agreed.] If the Mlidland Railway Com-
pany should be represented, I think other
parties interested should be represented
also. The examination of witnesses would
be done very largely by laymen in the
interests of the State, and the cross-
examuration would be conducted by expert
counsel in the interest of the Midland
Company. I think an opportunity should
be affordled to the comimittee to discuss
this mnatter, and I ask the Premier to
consent to postpone the motion, as the
Committee are to mneet to-mnorrow morning
at 11 o'clock.

MR. MOORHESAD: Have the committee
power to arrange for counsel to appear ?

Mn. JACOBY:- Let the motion be
amended in such a, fonn as to allow a
discretion to the committee to permit
counsel to appear it they think it
desirable.

THE SrPEAE: The joint select com-
mittee cannot have the power to permit
counsel to appear. The committee must
first get an order from the House.

MR. JACOB3Y: I propose, as an
amendment, to add the words, "when,
in the discretion of the Joint Select Com-
mittee, such representation by counsel
would be desirable."

THE SPEAKER: The committee could
not do that without leave of the Rouse.

Mn. JACOBY: Can we not give the
committee discretionary power to allow
counsel to appear?

THE Snpuknn: No.
Mx.. JACOBY:- In these circumstances

I ask the Premier to postpone the motion
until to-morrow.

Mn. G-. TAYLOR: Any other party
interested should be Aowed to have
counsel, in the same form; and if this is
the case, t do not see any objection.

[ASSEMBLY.] CoimRel to Appear.
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TnE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. W. Kingamill): It seems to
me, from remarks made b-y the members
for Fremantle and the Swan, that they
regard this motion as an interference
with the privileges of the Joint Select
Committee. I wish to explain that the
committee has no power to permit any-
body to be represented by counsel, as that
can be done only by a resolution of the
Rouse. Some hon. members seem to
think it would be well that other parties
interested should be represen ted by
couinsel. I beg to move, as an amend-
mnent on the motion, that after the word
company there be inserted the words
"dand all other interested parties" so
that the motion will then read, "that
the receiver and manager of the Midland
Railway Company and all other interested
parties be represented by counsel," and
so on. If hon. members accept this
amendment, the committee can hold their
meeting appointed for to-morrow, instead
of otherwise having to adjourn it if this
motion be postponvd.

MR. R. HASTIE: I cannot see what
objection there can be to the motion as
proposed to be amended. I believe that
if the Midland Railway Company were to
apply to the Joint Select Committee to-
morrow, the committee would at once
ask permission of the House to grant the
request. I do not see any harm that will
accrue by doing so.

TarE PREMIER: That may be the
ordinary course, but the only reason for
bringing forward the proposal in this
way *as to prevent delay and a farther
adjournment of the inquiry.

Amendment put and passed, and. the
motion ae amended agreed to.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
MR. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): I

crave the attention and indulgence of the
House while I make reference to an
episode which took place last week in the
Assembly, and I desire to make 'what is
generally termed a personal explanation.
I have consulted with you, Mr. Speaker,
and I shall keep within the four corners
of what I understand a personal explana-
tion should be. Certain statements were
made in the House en Tuesday evening
last, and on Wednesday a letter was read
in the House from Mr. Justice Parker.
I believe it is laid down all over the

world in English-speaking communities
that a Judge's word is inviolable, and
should be accepted without demur. I
accept Mr. Justice Parker's letter; and I
regret the pain which it has caused him,
his family, and friends, by my having
been forced to read the suppressed.
article. Secondly, the Premier and the
member for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Wallace)
stated in their remarks-I do not take
any personal reflection with regard to
them, because probably those members
were a little thrown off their balance as I
was that nigt-at any rate, they said
they believed Mr. George wrote it. That
statement falls to the ground, now that
the newspaper in question has admitted
that the article was written and printed
in the office of that newspaper. As to
the other statements madle by that
journal, I leave those interested to deal
with them: they do not concern me. I
have also to refer to am article which was
printed in the Spectator, published on
Sat urday or Sunday last, and I may say
the Spectator got no matter from me
directly or indirectly. The type-written.
copy I had in the H1ouse taken from the
galley-proof which I had in my pocket at
the time, which I read over in the Rouse,
never left my*% possession that evening, nor
has anybody been allowed to make any
copy of either. The reporter of the
Spectator saw me, I believe on Friday
last, and I told him then what was the
fact. He did not ask me for any infor-
mation except what I shall tell the House
diretly. I told him what was a fact,
and my statement can be corroborated
by the reporters of the Morning iferald
and the West Australian, that I had
refused to allow those gentlemen on
Tuesday evening last to have any of the
papers. The reporters did not have them,
neither did the Spectator or anybody,
directly or indirectly.

MR. JACOBY: What about HansardP
MR. GEORGE: I will deal with Han-

surd. I believe that HansenI-and on
this point members who know more about
parliamentary matters than I do have
assured me it is so-has a right to every
paper read in the House, to take a copy
of it. 'The chief reporter of Hansard
came to me the following morning, and
took the heads only of the type-w-ritten
article. He could have had the whole of
it if he had desired or pressed for it; hut

Personal Explanation: [22 OcToBwm, 1901.1
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I did not wish to give any farther publicity
to it. I had the honour to receive on
Friday evening from the Premier, at any
rate from his office, the following letter,
which was delivered to me:

Premier's Office,
17th October, 1901.

Sir,-] have the honour, by direction of the
honourable the Premier, to request that you
will, in pursuance of your undertaking given in
the Legislative Assemnbly on Tuesdky, give me
all the particulars you pos.sess. including the
names of the parties, with regard to the alleged
attempt ti- blacakmail Mr, Justice Parker.

2. The Premier will then consider what pro-
ceedings shall be taken against; those who are
implicated.

I have the honour to be, sir,
Your mxost obedient servant,

F. D. KnaLEt,
Under Secretary, Premier's Department.

Iam a very busy man, and on Friday I
had no time to deal with the matter at
all; though had I chosen I could have
sent then exactly the same letter I did
send, and which I Shalt read to the House.
I did not send the letter on Saturday,
because I had no stamps. I am sorry
that i have to trouble the Rouse to this
extent, but I like to give the details,
although trifing, because they areabo
lute facts. I sent this reply -

Sabturday, October 19th, 1901.
Sir,-I] have the honour to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter 1840101, 17th October;
and in reply to state that it is my intention
to deal with the matter therein referred to in
the House on Tuesday next.

Yours faithfully,
W. J, GOROE.

I had made up my uiind, as soon as I had
the Premier's letter, to do what I am
doing in the House now. In reference to
the Premier's letter, I have to say this.
I. now decline to place the letters in his
hands, as he has shown clearly, by the
speechhle made, that be is not likely to
view the. matter from an u nbiassed stand-
point. That is my opinion. The Premier
had declined to be 'hampered by my
assistance, and he farther stated that he
would not act on gossip or falsehood.
I1 suggest, with all respect, that the
Premier should move for a Royal Com-
mission; and if the Hfous"- agree to this
commission, they' shall have in writing all
I know of the matter, the galley-proof
and everything else. In the meantime
all these matters are in safe-keeping -my
safe-keepinig, and no one elses. They

shall not leave my hands, either; and
they cannot be tampered with or in any
way interfered with. That is my pirsonal
explanation, and I hand it to the House
in all sincerity, to deal with as members
please.

Mna. GEORGE (rising a little later)
said: There is one little point which I
omitted, in referring to the Spectator. I
wish to say what passed between the
reporter and myself. He asked inc what
was the starting point of the type-written

cpand I gave him the two first words
redin the House. He asked me what

was the last word, and I gave it to him.
He asked me what the alterations were
that were different from the galley-proof,
and I told him there were only two or
three unimportant alterations; that the
word "osculated" was used instead of
"oscillating,' and "1 Western Australia
federating'" instead of " Western Aus-

Itraliant federation."

APPROPRIATIC Nr MESSAGE-PUBLIC
WORKS COMMITTEE BILL.

Message received from the Governor
and read, recommending an appropria-
tion for expenses in connection with the
Public Works Committee Bill.

MESSAGE-SUPPLY BILL (02500,O0).
Message received from the Governor

and read, recommending an appropria-
tion in connection with a BhU granting
temporary supply to the amount of
X500,000.

On motion by the PaxRxnzp, Eill read
a first time.

CARNARVON-BABBA-GE ISLAND TRAM-
WAY BILL.

Read a third ftme,' on motion by the
MINISTER FOR WORKS. and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

'MIDLAND RAILWAY CONTRACT.
TO DISCHARGE ORDER.

Order read, for resuming debate on the
mnotion moved by MR. QUINLAN, for
enforcing strictly the provisions4 in the
Midland Railway Company's contract
with the Governmient.

MR. QUINLA.N (Toodyay);, I beg to
move that the order be struck off the
Notice Paper.

Midlund Uaffiray.
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THEz SPEAKER:- Does the bon. member
wish the Order of the Day discharged,
or does he wish the motion postponed, so
that lie mtay go on with it at a later stage
of the session? If the Order be dis-
charged, it cannot be dealt with again this
session.

31R. QUJINLAN: A joint select com-
mittee now having this matter in hand,
there is no necessity to take any farther
step with this motion.

Motion put and passed, andl the Order
discharged.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
DEBATE ON FINANCIAL POLICY-THIRD

DAY.

Resumed from previous Thursday.
Mn, NANSON: As no other member

on the opposite (Government) side of the
House seems prepared to continue the
debate, I may perhaps, to avoid losing an
opportunity which may not recur later,
compliment the Colonial Treasurer ou the
manner iii which he made his first Budget
speech. One cannot but he struck with
the very clear and luc-id way in which he
gave us the information which he had to
give. There is, perhaps, a certain amount
of ground for complaint, not in what he
told us, but in what he omitted to tell us.
But it is possible the hon. gentleman did
not wish to trespass too far on the pre-
serves of his colleagues; it is possible he
did not wish to create too goad an
impression, lest he should detract some-
what from the lustre of the Premier, who
perhaps before this first item is put will,
if sufficient persuasion be employed, see
fit to take part in the debate. -What the
ColonialTreasurer omitted to tell us is how
hie arrived at an estimate which, for my
part, I am pleased to hear is of a. very
liberal character. The hon. gentleman on
some former occasions has been unable to
take what may be called an optimistic
view of the finances.

THE CotoxArn TREASURER: I took
an accurate view, though.

MR. NANSON:- On some occasions he
has been accused of taking a pessimistic
view, I believe.

Tnz COLONIAL TREASURER: Never a
wrong one.

Mn. NANSON: When he sat on this
(Opposition) side of the House, it was a
frequent complaint from hon. members

then on the Treasury benches that the
member who then represented Cue was
unable to take such a view of the finances
of the country as its undoubted solvency
and prosperity would have justified

Ihim in taking. I am glad, however,
Ito find that, although he took office
with feeling-s of not the most sanguine
kind, as be continues, in office he is losing
that strain of pessimism which to a certain
extent has warped and twisted an other.

*wise gentle and. sanguine nature. Now
*that he has an opportunity of looking
into the financ;es, he is beginning to
discover that things are not so bad as
he at first imagined. One point, how-
ever, on which he has not taken so
sanguine a view is the railway estimates.

*It will be interesting to learn why he has;
shown a loss on the railways in certain
items. I suppose if the hon. gentleman
does not give the information, the matter
will come up when the railway estimates
are under discussion. Why should there
be such a very bad result on the railway
working of last year, and why does the
Colonial Treasurer expect to see the

iposition so very much changed during the
present year? A matter mare in the
Colonial Treasurer's domain is the sliding
scale. I1 had certainly thought, this
being the first year in which the finances
of the country arc to be managed with
special reference to the Commonwealth,
the hon. gentleman -would have told us
something more than he did tell us as to
the intentions of the Government with
regard to the sliding scale. I notice that
the Premier, the other day when speaking
at York, put on a manner with which
members of this House have not been too
familiar of late-a sort of ngel ic manner,
or a sort of "1see-what-a-good-bar-am-I "
manner. He took credit in addressing
the agriculturists of York, for the fact
that he was maintaining the sliding scale
out of regard to some sort of pledge made
at some indefinite period by him to the
farmers. I venture to think that if it
should happen within the next month or
two that the hon. gentleman were to find
himself not Premier of the State, but
occupying a position as leader of the
Opposition, we would have him going
before the country and telling the people
how much he regretted the fact that he had
been unable to remit the duties in this slid-
ing scale, but that having made a solemn

1681Annual Estimates.
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pledge to the farmers he could not pos-
sibly break it. I ask, have the Govern-
ment, has the Premier or any member of
the Cabinet, yet taken the trouble to
ascertain whether the farmers of this
State wish to see the sliding scale main-
tained in every particular ? Has the
Premier taken the trouble to inform the
House whether it is possible on financial
considerations to remit to any extent the
operation of the sliding scale ? While it
may be necessary to maintain some of
those duties, or even the larger portion
of them, it has not been clearly shown
that in every particular it is necessary to
leave them untouched. Let me give an
example. There is a duty charged here
on cheese. I do not suppose there is a
pound of cheese made in Western Atis-
tralia that finds its way into the market.
Are we to suppose that because of a
pledge-a pledge which, in regard to
this particular article, the farmers have
never exacted-the taxpayers of this State
are to pay a duty which' no one wants,
and that later, when the burden of tax-
ation becomes too oppressive, the present
Government, or as they might then be
the late Government, will turn round
and. .say, "It is not our fault ; we could
not help ourselves; we had given a
pledge to the farmers, and you know
we are men of our word, honourable mhen;
we had to do violence to our feelings;
we could not possibly help you." Surely
the Colonial Treasurer, in delivering his
Budget speech, should have given the
House more information on this matter.
It is not too late, even now, for him
to instruct the Government Actuary
to inform us precisely as to how we shall
stand under the Federal Tariff and under
the sliding scale. Sir George Turner, in
introducing the Commonwealth Budget,
pointed out that Western Australia, under
the operation of the Commonwealth Tariff,
might expect to lose, in round figure,
during the current financial year a sum
of a quarter of a million sterling. In
looking through Sir George Turner's
speech I personally, at any rate, have
found it a difficult matter to understand
where that loss comes in. It is true we
lose, under the sliding salWe, revenue on
a number of articles which previously
paid duty; but, on the other band,
duties are imposed on a number of
articles which previously were on the

free list. One would imagine that the
new duties would go very far to wake the
balance even. It would undoubtedly be
of assistance to the House if the Govern-
ment instructed their Actuary to inform
us as to the precise amouant, so far as it
can be gathered by an expert, of revenue
which we shall receive uinder the sliding
scale. Then it will be possible to see
whether we can surrender any portion of
that sliding scale, so as to lighten the
burden likely to press on the consumer.
I n this connection I wish to point out
that the consumer is represented to a
large extent not only by people in the

*towns, but by people in the country. At
any rate, the duty of the Government
is clear. It is to advise this House
as to to whether on financial grounds it
will he safe to remit any portion of
the sliding scale. Do not let the Govern-
mnent throw on the farmer the responsi-
bility of deciding whether these duties
are to be maintained, or to be reduced, or
to be swept away. The Government are
in power for a definite purpose. It is

1 not the farmers of the country who are
governing the country:- it is the hon.
gentlemen opposite; and it is the duty of

Ithose gentlemen to advise the House
exactly how we shall stand, supposing we
remit some of those duties. It. is the
business of the Government to put this
question at once on an understandable
basis, and not to throw the blame on the
farmuer if they find it impossible, because
of the financial exigencies of the State,
to remit any portion of those duties. In

thscontingency the Government should
openly say so, and not let it be imagined
on the goldflelds and in the towns that
they are retaining the duties simply to
help the farmers: they should let it go
forth to the -whole State at once that
these duties must remain because we can-
not afford to surrender them. Let us
have a clear statement of the facts;- and
then we shall know how to deal with the
Government. At present such a. state-
went is absolutely wanting. I shall now
take the Estimates in detail. There was
one portion of the Colonial Treasurer's
speech to which I think every member
of the House must have listened with
pleasure. The effect of that portion was
that there would. be no increases in

Isalaries over £2200 a year. When the
IEstimates are examined, it is found that
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to all intents and purposes that pledge
has been kept. I believe, looking right
through the entire Estimates, there is
only one solitary instance in which the
pledge has been broken; and probably
this is an oversight.

THE COLONIA-L TxFsbutn: A printer's
error.

Mat. NANSON: The Colonial Trea-
surer says it is a printer's error, and I
am glad to hear it. Looking into the
Estirnales, however, and going no farther
thban the department of the Attorney
General, I find that soume remarkable
changes have been made-changes which
cause one to wonder whether, although
no increatses have been made in salaries
of over £200 a year, the same result has
not been arrived at by a slightly round-
about direction. Unider the Supreme
Court department, we have, on page 24,
an item. "Deputy registrar and taxing
officer, £460." There is considerable
ground for believing that this is merely
a new title for an old office, that the
gentleman who is now to be called
the " Deputy registrar and taxing
officer" and to get a salary of £460,
has in the past done the same work
under another title for a, smaller salary.
Previously he had been an ordinary
taxing officer, at a salary of £390 a year;
but in order to give him an increase of
£260 per annum, he appears in the Esti-
mates under a new title and a, new item.
Then, looking at the officers in the
Sheriff's Office, we find a similar manipu-
lation of salaries has taken place. A new
office is created, that of Sheriff's chief
officer, with a salary of £800 a year. I
have reason to believe that this Sheriff's
chief officer is the gentleman who is at
present filling the position of chief bailiff
and head constable, at a salary of £250 a
year. So that here we have another
shuffle of the cards: they have abolished
the old office, but did not abolish the old
officer, who appears again under a new
title. He remains bailiff and head con-
stable for all practical purposes, although
he is designated " Sheriff's chief officer "
and gets £300 a year. That is an in-
genious way of getting out of the diffi-
culty in regard. to not giving increases in
salaries of over £200 a year, but it is one
that will not commend itself to the House
as an altogether straightforward way.
unless there is some explanation for 'it

which does not at present appear. Not
only are we to have a Sheriff's chief
officer, but ani assistant clerk to the
Sheriff's chief officer appears in the Esti-
mates at £160 a year; so that here we
seem to have te same old trick of
creating a new office, without creating a
new officer. Before, he was simply called
" bailiff ;" and I may remnind members
that "bailiff" is a good old-fashioned
English term, but it may be that the pre-
sent Government are so refined that they
prefer to give a new title to this officer.
while als giving him an increase of
salary. What I would like to know is.
why are fresh honours heaped on this;
officer to entitle him to an increase
from £2100 to £160 a, year? In re-
gard to the £10 increase in salaries
not over £200 a year, I find on looking
into other departments of the Estimates--
though this is perhaps only a coinci-
dence-that the departments presided
over by the Colonial Treasurer and by
the Premier, and particularly the depart-
ments presided over by the Premier,
have fared very much better in these
Estimates than the depart-ments of other
Ministers. It may be that the superior
good-nature of the hion. member who is
Minister for Works has caused him. to
refrain from making increases in his
department, and it may be that the well-
known geniality of the Minister for Lands
is responsible for the fact that only a
single officer in his department gets an
increase, and that is for the small amount
of £6. But when we comne to the depart-
ments under the Colonial Treasurer and
the Premier, we find that £10 increases
become as thick as blackberries. I think
investigation will prove that in the
Treasury Department 12 clerks get an
increase of £10 each, in the Crown Law
Department three clerks get an increase
of X210, in the Stipendiary Magistracy
Department six clerks get an increase of
£010. in the Lands Titles Department two
clerks get an increase of £210, and four
draftsmen in that department get an
increase of £210. I notice that in the
Police Department five clerks get an
increase of £10, in the Audit Depart-
ment eight clerks get an increase of
X 10. Altogether in the departments
controlled by the Premier and the

ITreasurer there are 68 officers who
Iget increases, and in the Lands De-
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partment only one officer gets an
increase. It is possible that the Lands
Department has been treated with such
excessive liberality in the past that it
does not need any increases now. But
looking at these Estimates, if I were in
the Government service I should regret
if I could not be in a department
controlled by the Premier, or in a
department controlled by the Colonial
Treasurer. It is somewhait more remark-
able that the Premier should not only
have created what he must admit are
new offices, and given new titles to old
officers; but when he spoke at an early
period of his term of office as Premier,
with all the zeal of a reformer as to what
he was going to do with the Premier's
Department, against which he had
inveighed so often when in Opposition,
that he should have apparently done
little or nothing to remove that anomaly,
if it is an anomaly, as he has on many
occasions led us to believe it is. Then
we have the fact that the Government,
while professing to be very desirous of
securing economical administration, are
providing for other new offices in the
central administration in Perth; for we
have a State Mining Engineer at £400 a
year; we have the office of Secretary for
the Law Department, which did not
appear in last year's Estimates, now
revived; and we have a Conservator of
Forests on the Estimates at £6500 a
year. These make a total of new officers
involving a total payment in salaries of
X1,650 a year. When we come later to
individual items in the Estimates, there
may be justification for all these increases;
but I merely bring these matters forward
now so that the Ministers may know
what information is required, and be able
to give the Committee that information.
There is no desire to deal niggardly with
the Estimates; but members on this side,
I take it. are am much in earnest in the
work of economical administration as are
members on the Ministerial side of the
House; and for that reason I have gone
into matters which may seem, indivi-
dually, of small importance, but which are
worth some attention when viewed col-
lectively.

MR. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): I do
not intend to speak at length on the
Estimates at this stage, but I feel it my
duty to express my sense of disappoint-

nient at the character of the Financial
Statement made by the Treasurer. It
seems to me there has not been a due
regard to economy in fraining the Esti-
mates for the current financial year, such
as we must reasonably have expected: in
fact, as far as I amn able to judge, the
Estimates for the cu-rent year follow
simply on the lines we have pursued in the
past, and which have led to a great deal of
adverse criticism, with which I symnpa-
thised twelve months ago, and with which
at the present day I still sympathise.
I think the expenditure on government
in this State is much heavier than it
should he; so much so that, in the event
of any serious depression falling on the
country in future, we are running the
danger of a great revulsion, which may
ade hardship to many public servants,

adresult in injury to other workers
throughout the community. Once our

Irevenue begins to fall away from its
present magnificent proportions, I think
the cry of the public will be for retrench-
ment; and this will mean the turning- of
large numbers of employees now in the
State service into the labour market,
with corresponding reduction of wages
and a corresponding depression of business
all round. In the time of prosperity we
should take the first step to guard against
that, and consider whether it is not
practicable, with due maintenance of
efficiency, to reduce somewhat the burden
of the public service. At the present
time in this State we are likely to be
ground between the upper millstone of
the Federal Tariff, and the lower mill-
stone of the State sliding scale; and
if it be possible, without hardship to
individuals in the community, to reduce
the public expenditure, I think it should
be dlone. So far from the present
Estimates showing any reduction, there
is a pretty general all-round increase.
Nearly every department shows an

increase in expenditure for the current
year, as against the amount expended
last year. [Tns COLONIAL TREAsuRER:

No]The Treasurer questions any state-
-et It cannot apply in every indi vidual

case, but it does apply largely, and there
are many cases where large savings could
be made. For instance, in the Premeir's
Department, without going into details
at this stage, and also in the Colonial
Secretary's Department, I think both



Annul Etimtes [22OCTBER 191.] Debae on Finance. 1685

these staffs could be dispensed with and
be combined with the one department of
the Treasurer. As far as I am able to
judge, there is relly' not sufficient need
for three staffs. One staff could do all
the work, at a considerable saving in cost.
Another way of saving would be the
introduction of a proper classificotion
throughout the public service, and I
thought there would have been somte
attempt to bring this about. It is high
time that a classification should be made;
and if a classification scheme were brought
up b y efficient classifiers, I believe there
are many loopholes of extravagance that
we could discover and stop up. There is
also the question of pensions, and though
not of great dimensions, the list is
increasing year by year. [MR. HOPKINS:
It is too big.] Quite so ; any pension
list is too big. Every year we are
increasing the number of servants who
are qualified for pensions, and every year
we are adding to the public servants
on the permanent list who may, in the
course of time, become entitled to pen-
sions. I did hope that before those
persons were placed on the List of fixed
salaries, there would have been intro-
duced a 'Bill to abolish pensions in regard
to future appointments. I think it is
reasonable that members of the public
service should, like other members of the
community, make provision for their old
age; and T do not see why we should,
year by year, swell the list of our pen-
sioners. I was pleased to hear from the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson),
as a represeritative of the farmers, that
there are some farners who arc. not
anxious to insist on the retention of the
sliding scale of duties in this State. I
understood the Colonial Treasurer had
already referred the question of the
amount of duties from various sources
to the Government Actuairy.

THE COLONIAL TREASUR&ER: Two years
ago.

MR. DAGLISH: I was under the
impression that the member for Kanowna
raised the question again, and that a
current statement was likely to be given
at an early date, so that the member for
Mfurchison would then have an oppor-
tunity of moving that some of these
duties cpming tinder the sliding scale be
reduced; and so far as that is concerned,
he will get a large amount of co-operation

and assistance from the Labour benches.
There are several of us who are quite con-
vinced that these duties do not benefit the
farmers and they do not benefit the
consumers; therefore we Should like, ijit

Ibe possible, to reduce the expenditurfl
the Government departments and give
some relief to the general body of the
people by removing some of our revenue
duties from the operation of the sliding
scale. There is another point I would
like to draw attention to: some of the
departments are not commercially
managed. There is the Government
priting establishment, which is purely a
commercial department, but which haS
not been managed as such, therefore we
do not know what it is earning, nor do we
understand what amount of work the
other departments are getting from it.
If a Government department makes an
order on the Government Printer and the
Government Printer executes the order, he
makes no charge for doing so. The cost
of the work, instead of being debited to
the department which requires the work
done, is debited to the Government
printing establishment. We ought to

plc nestablishment of this sort on a,
torougy commercial footing, and to

charge other departments for the services
received from that department at the
current rate. Probably we should then
know what each department is costing us.
Supposing the Railway Department get
their printing done in the Government
printing office, the railway votes benefit
to the amount of the printing which is

Idone. In the past, I understand, that
most of the railway printing was giveu
out, although we had a Government
Printing Office with a lot of machinery
lying idle jbut now under the new
management the Government Printing

IOffice, which is -very efficiently managed,
does a great deal of the railway printing
without any increase of the staff, and
the country is gaining considerably;
but the Railway Department, instead of
the Printing Office, is getting the benefit
and getting the credit of the saving. I
should. like to see the department put on
a commercial footing, anld I should like
also the employees to be on the same
footing as the employees of outside firms
are and paid the ruling rate. The Gov-
ernment printing employees should be
paid the ruling trade rate, which wasF
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raised in private offices a few months ago f
to £8 a week or 10s. a day, but at the
present time a great number of the public
service printers work for Os. a day. I
know a private member of the House has
no opportunity of getting an itemn on the
Estimates raised, or I should like to see
some move made in that direction; but
perhaps the Colonial Treasurer can see
his way to do something in that direction,
or to give us an opportunity of expressing
our opinion on the matter. There is
another branch of the public service, the
stipendiary miagistracy, and we seem to
have far more stipendiary magistrates
than the requirements of the country
demand. We also seem to pay them, not
in accordance with the position they
occupy, hut on personal grounds, so far as
I can judge. I find some of the most
highly paid magistrates at places where
the least work is done, and on the other
hand there are men doing far more work,
and doing it efficiently, yet receiving lower
wage. I think these gentlemen should
be classified, their work should be classi-
fied, something similar to what is done in
Victoria, where there are three grades of
miagistrates, first, second, and third grade.
The first grade magistrates are at the
most important places, the second grade
of magistrates are at places of secondary

importance, and the third rdreevn
the lowest salaries, are at places where the
work is of the least important character.
I should like to see this department receive
some degree of consideration and some
classification. I think I have referred
to all the points I desire to touch upon this
evening, except the Agency General,
which is a. far more expensive department
than it ought to be. Tt has too large
a staff, so far as I can judge by comn-
parison with other States, and shows an
expenditure of over £1,000 greater than
the Victorian Agency General. I think
the attention of the Colonial Treasurer
might, with advantage, be turned to this
distant spot to see if he can find some
means of reducing this costly establish-
ment. I am not going to cast any vote
in regard to the items on the Estimates
on party grounds. I1 believe consideration
of the Estimates should be given outside
the limits of party, and I have spoken
this evening in no way and in no tone
hostile to the Ministry, bnt I have
endeavoured to give a few criticisms that

may be of advantage to the Ministry, and
of benefit to the State.

Tn PREMIER (Hon. G-. Leakce): To
those criticisms which deal with specific
items I shall not refer, beyond saying
that when the departmnental vote is con-
sidered by each particular Minister, there
will be, following the usual practice, a
general debate or criticism, and finally
we shall get into the details, and-that is
the time I think for me to deal with the
question of details, and not at the present
time. Hon. members, as a rule, in
debating the. first item on the Estimates,
criticise generally the Treasurer's Budget.
That, I am glad to say, has been the
practice on this occasion, and thememnber
for the Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse)
in a great m easu re followed that practice.
The Member for Subiaco (Mr. flaglish)
has done the same;- and I do not propose
to follow the departure of the member
for the M1urchison (Yr. Nan son) in a dis-
cussion of details, but I say this to the
hon. member at once, that the Govern-
ment have no intention of abolishing the
sliding scale during this session of Par-
liament. We announced at the beginning
that we did not intend to touch the
sliding scale, because, relying on that
sliding scale, the bulk of agriculturists of
the State threw iii their lot with the
federalists, and I believe the existence of
the sliding scale induced a great number
of men in th e State to vote for federation,
otherwise they would not have done so.

Hoi4. F. H, Pissu:. And now we are
going to suffer.

Tus PREMIER: I wAs never an
advocate of the sliding scale, but Ifeel
myself pledged to a great extent to ma in-
tain that sliding scale in consequience of
my public utterances and my public
actions, still I am not wedded to it, and
I should be glad if Parliament would
abolish it, but it is no part of my duty to
bring in a measure in the circumistances
'having that for its object. The criticisms
of the member for Subiaco were par-
ticularly apt, and he has hit on one or
two blots which have not escaped the
notice of myself and colleagues. Par-
ticularly is he correct when he says the
Government expenditure is too great and
that some of the departments might be
controlled by one head instead of three;
and he instanced my own department,
that of the Colonial Secretary and Colonial
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Treasurer, a nd I am inclined. to agree
with the hen, member. He also referred
to the Government Printing Office not
being conducted on commercial lines.
There again I am inclined to agree with
him, and the question of magistrates isI
another point on which I agree with him.
I find on looking into matters we have
three or four magistrates doing the workI
which I think could very well be dis-
charged by two, and in some instances by
one. Hon. members may say if you
agree with the criticisms of the member
for Subiaco, why not use your pruning
knife and correct all these great abuses.
Mly reply is that this involves a re-
classification and a reorganisation of the
civil service. It is not good evidence of
the attempt to reclassify and. reorganise
where you make an attack on an indi-
vidual officer. I can place my finger on
many blots in the administration of the
departments, but the present moment is
not a good one to begin reclassification
or reorganisation. Before we can re-j
classify or reorganise we must know
what money we have to pay the civil
servants, so as to make the necessary
alterations. Indeed, I say now, as I said
before, and probably as I shall have to
say again, the Government have not bad
time to evolve a comprehensive scheme
of reclassification and reorganisation;
still they have not lost sight of the
matter, and it was incumbent on us to
cast ouT estimates on the lines of our
predecessors because it was forced upon
Us. The criticism levelled against us
to-day may be delivered with greater force
next year if members find we have not
made a new departure, always with the
reservation that we remain in office and
our friends consistently refrain from
turning me out of office. If they are
going to do that they bad better do it at
once, so that they themselves may set
about the reclassification and reorgan-
isation of the departments which they
think very necessary,and which a majority
of those who sit on the Opposition side
have been unable to accomplish during
the years at their disposal.

Mn. J~cony: The majority are new
men.

THE PREMIER: I thought there was
something, and that is the explanation.
I tell hon. members that there is one
very great difficulty in the way of

reclassification and reorganisation, and
it is the Public Service Act. Ministers
find they are bound hand-and-foot by the
provisions of that statute when they come
to reorganise. It will be admitted that
reorganisation and reclassification will
involve the dismissal of a good many
civil servants. [MEMBER:- Or suspen-
sion.] I will noot say dismissal, but
reduction of staffs. The word", dismissal"
rather conveys a stigma; and I do not
wish to use a word which may be con-
strued in an offensive sense. However, if
we have to -retrench, it will mean a
reduction of staffs; and in the face of
the Civil Service Act we cannot make
thatt reduction summarily.

MR. DAGQLISH: YOU need not fill
vacancies.

THE PREMIER: I think hon. members
will find that very few vacancies have
been filled, except in cases of urgency.
We refrain from filling vacancies as far
as possible. I do not say that we have
not filled some vacancies; for we must
carry on the civil service as we find it,
until we are ready to reclassify and
reform. This work, I tell hon. members,
we have not had time to do. That is the
position. The matter will, howe-ver,
receive our attention if we are given anL
opportunity of considering it during
recess. I can assure hon. members that
we have had, and I dare say they know
that we have had, all we can do in
holding our own during this session of
Parliament with the majority against us.
It is idle, indeed it is stupid, for hon.
members to attack us because we have
not had classified and reorganised the
huge departments of the State in the
short time at our disposal, during which
time we have had to deal with a great

imass of administrative and parliamentary
matters, under the disadvantage, more-
over, resulting from our inexperience.
Hlon. members cannot shut their eyes to
the fact that myself and my colleagues
have not, except during the last five
months, had any experience in de-
partmental management. We honestly
tell the House we know there are
blots in the departments, and know we
have made mistakes. Moreover, we are
bound to make more mistakes before
we arrive at a proper solution *of the
great difficulties before us. The ques-
tion of reorganisation and classification

Annual Eatimateii: [22 OCTOBER, 1901.3



1688 Annual Estimates: [ASSEMBLY.] Debate on fluance.

is one which we shall tackle, if we
are allowed to do so, during recess;
but it is impossible for us to deal with it
during the session of Parliament. I have
made that perfectly- plain and straight-
forward utterance-[MR. GORGE: Hear,
hear]-andlihon. members opposite 'nay
take what advantage they think fit of my
admission. If other hon. members have
to attack this question, they will encounter
exactly the same difficulties. We know
perfectly well that whatever may he done,
whatever reform may be effected, we
must have officers in the civil service,
and those officers must be paid. It does
not follow, however, that because money
is voted for the salary' of a particular
officer, we shall not be able during the
whole course of next year, to make some
little alteration either in the salary of
that officer or in his duties. We may
move an officer who is drawing, we will
say, £800 a year, into another position
carrying a salary of £800 a year, so as
not to reduce him in salary, and put to
do the work of the officer receiving £800
a year another officer with a salary of
perhaps £200 or £250 at year. Bat all
that involves reclassification and reorgan-
isation of the service, a matter which we
cannot deal with during the session of
Parliament. I thank the member for
Subiaico (Mr. Daglish) for having given
one or two instances of the necessity for
classification and reorganisation, and
particularly that of the Printing Office.
I may tell the hon. member that
the best point which be raised this
evening was considered by Cabinet
to-day. It was shown clearly that the
Printing Office is doing work for other
departments really for nothing: that is
to say, the Printing Office is supplying
stationery and doing printing work for
the Railway and Public Works Depart-
ments, while not a penny is charged
against these departments for the ser-
vices in question. That is not our fault:
it is a blot on the administration. The
hon. member has seen the blot, and
we have seen the blot, and we see the
necessity for the reorganisation of the
Printing Office in order that bon. members
may be able to decide at a glance whether
it will be more profitable to keep the
Printing Office in existence or to give the
work done by that Office out to private
people. The only means by which

that question can be settled is to
charge up to the vari'ous depart-
ments the work done by the Printing
Office, and to give that office credit for
the work it does. I just instance that.
Again, there is the question of niagis-
trates, another matter referred to by the
member for Subiaco. That, too, has
been in my mind. We have at present
three magistrates, one at York, one at
Toodyay, and one at Northam. I am
impressed, and strongly so, with the
belief that there is no necessity for three
magistrates. The limited experience I
have had leads me to believe that the
magisterial duties of tbese three places
can be discharged by one officer, or at
any rate by two officers. [MEmBER:
One.] Thus we might save something.
The same argument applies to other
departments of the State, and with great
force to the wardens on the goldfields.
Many of the present offices on the gold-
fields were created daring boom time.
Whilst, however, the work has decreased,
the same staff has been retained to do a
lesser quantity of work. That shows
there is something wrong; at any rate, it
shows there is necessity for reorgauisa-
tion.. Hon. members will admit, however,
that it is impossible for Miusters, while
Parliament is in session and while their
hands are so full as at present, to deal
with these matters. We might deal with
them, but only in a slipshod manner.
We consider that before we introduce a
scheme of classification and reorganisa-
tion, we must prepare ourselves to show
the House and the public that the scheme
is a comprehensive one, and such as we
our-selves understand and can prove to
hon. members to be for the benefit of tbe
State generally. [MR. GEORGE :Hear,
hear.] I thank bon. members for the
opportunity given me of dealing with
these questions of principle. I recognise,
moreover, that the discussion of the
Estimates is not, as a rule, made in a
party spirit; and I tell the House at
once that Ministers do not care whether
salaries are reduced or not, but that we
do not feel justified, in the absence of a
fully considered scheme of classification
and reorganisation, in coming down to
the House with proposals to cut down
salaries right and left. In the circum-
stances, we thought it fairer to say
that we would refrain from making
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increases generally; and we have fol-
lowed that rule fairly closely. I do
not say that there are not one or two
officers in the service receiving more than
last year; but hon. members will find
they can count such instances on the
fingers of their hands; and in each of these
instances an explanation will be forth-
Coming. If the explanation be not
satisfactory, then we will submit--I will
not say with the greatest pleasure, but I
will say we will submit readil y-to the
items being reduced: Hon. members will
see, at any rate, that Ministers are not
putting anything on the Estimates for
their immediate personal benefit: Minis-
ters get no advantage out of these
increases. if,1 however, a man is worth
baring and worth keeping, and if in order
to keep him we must raise his salary,
then I say under the circumstances we
are justified in giving the increase. But
we will not grant any increases, or create
any fresh billets, without first being
satisfied that the House will vote the
money required. Many apparent in-
creases on the Estimates are due to the
fact that new offices have been created.
Take my own department. Several new
offices are proposed to be created there,
consequent on the appointment of a
fourth Judge and the establishment of
Circuit Courts. At the proper time I
shall be able, I hope, to explain to the
satisfaction of hon. members that the
proposed votes are all of them necessary.
Each Minister, as his vote is criticised, will
be in a position to explain to hon.
members, and I hope to satisfy them,
that in the circumstances, and par-
ticularlv in view of the time at our
disposal, we have done the best that is
possible. We admit candidly that we
have constructed these Estimaites on the
lines of those wvhich have been presented
to this House by' our predecessors in
office. We were bound to do it. My
friend the Colonia Treasurer reminds me
that some of these Estimates were partly
prepared before the late Ministry went
out. We were compelled to follow on the
lines of our predecessors. In order to
reorganise, or attempt to reorganise, a.
certain department in an. effective way,
we had to take a decisive step; and
naturally that caused delay and incon-
venience. However, with the assistance
of the subordinate officers of the depart-

ment, who stepped into the shoes of
others, we were able, following along in
the old groove, to supply the information
required to enable the Colonial Treasurer
to proipound his Budget. We ask the

iHouse to assist us in reform; and we
shall take all criticisms in the most
friendly spirit. I can assure hon.
members that I am only too glad to
listen to whatever may be said, with the
idea of reaping advantage.

MR. 0oftDoN: During recess?
Tan PREMIER: Yes; during recess.

I tell hon. members that it is impossible
to effect these reforms during the session
of Parliament, absolutely impossible.
Until we get into recess we shall not
have time to give effect to the views of
hon. members. If members opposite
think they can do it during the session
of Parliament, the present Ministry vill be
very glad to let themn try. I know,however,
that those members' would encounter
the same difficulties; in the lon g-run
they' would be only too pleased to send
for its to take the job on again. There-
fore, it is not worth while swopping
horses while crossing the stream. With
these few observations I welcome fair,
honest, and candid criticism of the
Budget.

MR. QUINLAN: I desire to say only
a few words on the question before the
Committee, mainly with a view of remind-
ing the Government that they have not
by any mens fulfilled the promises of
the former Government in respect of
various items which were to be placed on
the Estimates. My friend, the Minister
for Works, understands I have promises
in writing that various items should be
placed on the Estimates. Farther, Ihave
that Minister's assurance that these items
would appear; but nevertheless I find
they have been cut. out, presumably by
the Colonial Treasurer, without' any
explanation. I hope an explanation will
be forthcoming before the close of the
debate. As regards classification and
reorganisation of the public service, I wish
to ask the Colonial Treasurer by what
means he proposes to deal with this
matter ; since, when these Estimates are
passed, we are to all intents and purposes
committed to the items for the year.
Although it has been affirmed by the
House that an eight-hours system is to
apply to Government employees where-
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ever practicable, T may say here, in

pasig that it is uot, of course,
intne to apply to both the clerical
and the mechanical portions of the
services. Certainly, however, public
servants should work until 5 o'clock. I
emphasise again a statement which has
been made in this House frequently, that
it would be well and wise, whether the
present Government are in power or
another Government-and perhaps there
will be another Government shortly-to
make public servants work until 5 o'clock
and pay them better salaries. By such a
scheme, I venture to say, we shagll save
an immense amount of money. I have
always advocated that scemere in this
House; and although I have, perhaps,
received the condemnation of the public
service throughout the State on that
score, it does not trouble me, I can
assure members.

Ma. HOPKINS: They do not live in
Toodyay.

MR. QUINLAN: That does not
influence me. It is well known there
are men in certain departments now
fiddling about and not doing the work
for which they are paid. That was my
object in moving as I did; and I hope
the evil will be remedied, and very
shortly too, because we were assured by
the Premier, in his speech at the Queen's
Hall, that this would be one of the first
steps be would take, and that he would
also undertake to turn out the pigeon-
holes and disclose something concerning
the past Administration.

InsR PREMIER:t You move your motion
of no-confidence, and you will get the
disclosures.

Ma. QUINLiAN: I venture to suggest
that the Premier, having undertaken
Ministerial duties, should at least disclose
anything affecting the Administration of
the past; and I believe he implied, if he
did not use the words, that there had
been corruption. However, so far, no-
thing of the sort has come to light; and I
think five months is a fair time to wait.
Having waited that period, we should be
told something; yet we are still waiting,and the country is waiting, and so fa
not a word has been disclosed.

THEs PREMIER: We are waiting for
the adverse motion.

MR. QUINLANf: Regarding the two
cases referred to boards of inquiry, con-

erning Mr. G3. W. Davies and Mr. John
Davies, the latter, of course, is proceeding,
and the former has been determined, with
what result the country knows. I dare
say the G. W. Davies inquiry cost a con-
siderable sum; and possibly the case of
Mr. John Davies will costafew thousands
before it is finished. With reference to
the sliding scale, I am glad the Premier
has in this instance signified his intention
to keep his promise to the country
generally. No doubt there are State
duties on articles such as a few mentioned
in the Press, which are not being pro-
duced in Western Australia. I think the
member for the Murchison (Mr. Nasuson)
referred to one in particular. It is
perfectly true that we are not produc-
ing that particular article; and no
doubt there are others the duties on
which might be removed. For my part,
I am committed to the sliding scale, but
I realise that when an attempt is made
to interfere with it, we shall probably
find that the goldfields people, judgin
them by the resolution carried only
yesterday, without any regard whatever
to the other portions of the State, are
now iii favour of the abolition of the
sliding scale. Now, considering that the
Premier (Hon. G. Leake), the member
for East Perth (Hon. W. If. James)-
and I do not think I should be far wrong
if I said all the members of the Govern-
ment-were leaders in the van of the
pro-federation movement, which has
caused the excessive cost of living-

MR. HOPKINS: Not the federation
movement-the Federal Government.

MEMBER: Sir John Forrest.
MR. QUIN-LAN: Certainly not. Those

sitting on this (Opposition) side of the
House acted in the best interests of the
country in the federal movement, and
viewed the question of federation in its
proper light, knowing that it would
increase the cost of living. And I have
no hesitation in saying-and I shall very
soon say it again in public-that the
present Government are, in my opinion,
generally responsible for the excessive
cost of living from which we are suffering
to-day. They were the prime leaders in
the federal agitation; and we are paying
the penalty.

MR. HOPKI~s: The Federal Tariff is
not yet settled.
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MR. QUINLAN: I am well aware it
is not yet settled ; just as well aware as
is the member for Boulder. I have no
doubt, either, that the resolutions passed
not only, in this State huit in Queensland
and probably' in Tasmania, will have
some good effect, and will cause the
Treasurer of thle Commonwealth to
modif *y some of the proposed duties. I
quite believe that when the tariff is dis-
cussed in detail by the Commonwealth
Parliament, the duties on some items
will be reduced. However, no matter
how much the duties on necessaries be
reduced, unless they are wholly abolished
-and in my o pinion they cannot be
wholly abolished-thje fact remains that
we shall be paying more than we paid
before we entered federation. We
Opposition members have been opponents
of federation, knowing clearly the cost
we should have to bear in the event
of our joining the Commonwealth.
The present Ministr 'y being respon-
sible for this heavy penalty we are.

now paing and which the poorer classes
are feeling so keenly, I hope the Ministr 'y
will devise some means of lessening the
burden. Reference has been made to the
question of resident magistrates; and I
dare say it is possible to lessen the cost of
these officers. I am uot particularlyv well
acquainted with the subject; but mention
has been made of the Eastern district;
and possibly one magistrate might be
dispensed with, for the reason that
Northam has one, Toodyay another, and
York another. I believe the magistrate
in York attends to the duties at Beverley,
and the same applies to the magistrate at
Toodyay; so it may be possible to devise
means of lessening the number of magis-
tradtes, thereby effecting some saving. But
that will be a small item compared with
the extent of the general civil service of
this country, which is immense. I need
refer only to the returns laid on the table
during this session, to show the cost of
various departments in proportion to the
revenue raised from them. Take, for
instance, the Lands Department alone: I
took a clipping from the paper quoting
the returns for the month of August.
The revenue received in that month was set
down at something over £212,000; and,
mark you, thatis exclusive of lands sold, for
which cash was received, between £3,000
and £4,000. And yet the cost of the

administration for the same period was
about one-third of the revenue, or, in
other words, something over £4,000. So
that it will readily be seen that if that
were the state of our private affairs, we
should soon conic to grief. The Ministry,
when, they took office, announced it was
their intention to reorganise the general
administration; but so far they have done
nothing.

THE PREMIiER: There has been no time
in which to do anything.

MR. QUINLAN: I know it has been
argued that they have been too short a
time in office, and that so much of the
time has been occupied in this House that
they have been unable to give the atten-
tion necessary to accomplish their object.
But have we had brought down to this
House by the present Ministry' any-thing
worthy of any consideration in the shape
ofacdecent Bill? [MR. GARDINER: Yes.]
Tell me one that has been passed, except
those they could not help passing. I have
no hesitation in saying that the time of
this House has so far been deliberately
wasted. [MINISTERIAL MEMBERS: Hear,
hear.] And at the instance of Ministers
who have failed to bring in those
measures they promised the country to
introduce, some of which measures they
have no intention of introducing; and
especially is this true of the Electoral
Bill.

THE PREMIER: Oh, turn us out.
Mu. QUINLAN: We will do that

shortly. We are giving you a chance to
redeem yourselves. Every day you are
failing fast.

THE PREwisEn: You will not get back.
MR. QUJINLAN: We will give you an

opportunity of proving that.
THE PnmanE: Oh! the hon. member

is to be a Minister !
Mu. QUJINLAN: No ; I am not to be

a Minister. But when the Premier so
readily speaks of getting back, I say I
will give him a chance, so far as Ilam
concerned. However, that is by the way;
and I rose merely for the purpose of
referring shortly to a few items on the
Estimates, seeing that to do so has been
the custom in the past.

MR. G-ARDINERt (Albany): I have
no intention of criticising the items of
the Budget, on some of which the
Treasurer and I are fairly agreed. But
I think the Treasurer will find that in
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many items he has over-estimiated his
revenue. Therefore I think it will be
wise if the Committee cut down the
expenditure as much as possibl., in order
that we may be enabled to balance the
accounts.

MR. GEORGE: Cut off "Payment of
Members, £14,000."

MR. GARDINER: T think it would
have been very much better had the
balance-sheet sh~own a fair credit balance
at the end of the year. I1 desired to see
a lot of necessary public works constructed
out of revenue; and I venture to say that
the country, which estimates its revenue
at £3,400,000, is altogether too heavily
taxed. The metnher for Toodyay (Mr.
Quinlan) made a remark about those of
us who supported the federation move-
muent. I do not think the hon. member
will find one of those members who was
in favour of the sliding scale; so why
should we now be blamed for the high
Cost Of living in this country' ?

MR. HIGHAM: What about the premier
and Mr. JamesY

MR. GARDINER: Regarding my
friend Mr. lames, who is not here to
reply to you, I am sure you will find
nothing in any of his speeches which
would show that he was in favour of the
food duties. I said at the time, and I
hold now, that these duties, because they
were so easily collected, very f req uently
led the Treasurer into extravagance. It
was very easy to tax the people through
their food; and, consequently, I hold it.
would be very much better if we had
direct taxation. That was the stand I
took; but I felt that we were pledged-
I will assist the House, if they- choose, to
remove every one of those duties that
affect the cost of living. I tried to prove
right through the federal campaign-
and to some people I hope I proved it
successfully-that the duty on wheat was
of prcoslittle benefit to the farmer,
but ht h duty on flour, seeing that he
was one of the largest consumers, was of
very great importance to him. I will try
to prove that again if the necessity occur.
I say, if we feel that under the Federal
Tariff we are to tax 'the people of the
country to the extent of £250,000 or
£800,000, it would be wise if we immue-
diately recognised the position. I do not
say to take the duty off one item straight
away, but to reduce the duties so that the

people shall not be taxed more than they
were taxed before the Federal Tariff was
introduced, and so that the Treasurer
shall not have more revenue than was
brought in to him by our State duties
before federation.

MR. Hronnr: That is equivalent to
retaining the sliding scale.

MR. GARDINER: Thatt is quite
possible. The sliding stale has five years
to run, that is on the duties that were
in force and that were reimposed a few
days ago. I say it is in the power of this
House to reduce those duties to-morrow.
If 2d. a lb. is too high a duty on butter,
let it be 1'd. or Id.

Ms. GEORGE: If there were another
referendum, you would not carry federa-
tion.

MR. GARDINER: Oh, please do not
interrupt. I was always game to tackle
any members of the House on the question
of federation. I am still game to tackle
them on it. I was never afraid to tackle
any one of you on that question, and I
am not afraid to do it now. Do not make
any mistake about that. If you people
blame us for the heavy taxation through
the food duties, we have a right to say,
" We will give you every opportunity to
remove that taxation."

MR. F. CONNOR: Are you speaking on
behalf of the Government?

MR. GARDINER: I have no desire
in this House to even notice the member
for East Kim barley (Mr. Connor). lan
addressing the House, and Ilam speaking,
I hope, intelligently; I am speaking, I
hope, as a member has a right to speak,
and am not in any way transgressing. I
will give every assistance to those gentle-
men who wish to make living cheap in
this country to make that living as cheap
as possible by reducing the food duties.
I have always said I was in favour of
that; but I am bound by a promise-a6
promise which pracetically had no binding
effect, because I was not in the House at
the time, but which had a moral affect,
and which I am willing to observe. I
shall not interfere with those duties
unless to do so be the general wish of the
House.

At 6-30, the CHAiRMAN left .the
Chair.

At 7830, Chair resumed.
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MR. W. J. GEORGE (Murray): I
think the opportunity of reviewing the
annual Estimates is one that should not
be missed by members for giving their
views, not for the purpose of mere carp-
ing criticism with regard to those who
sit on the Treasury benches, but to enable
those who sit on those benches to get a
grasp of the ideas which are circulating
in the different parts of the State, and
by that means obtain an idea of the
requirements of the State, which other-
wise would be entirely out of their
reach. I mray say that perhaps owing to
the newness which members who sit
on the Treasury benches find in their
present t~othing as Ministers, there is
not the " vim " and savour in the debate
which there used to be in the old times,
when the chief position was held by the
Right En. Sir John Forrest, who was
ready to fight all and sundry, even in-
cluding the member for the Murray, on
the slightest provocation. However, I
must congratulate the Colonial Treasurer
on the very clear and printed lists that
he has given us. He has evidently taken
considerable trouble, and although he
has not gone so far as I should like, I
believe he has gone sufficiently far to
show that possibly next year when he
brings forth his Budget, he will be able
to give us a clearer and better view of
the finances of the State. lit going
through the Estimates I noticed some
errors-at least, they appeared to be
errors --which I shall refer to, as we go
through the details. It has been my
custom now for about seven years to
criticise the Estimates, to complare one
year's Estimates with those Of another,
taking them through the different items,
especially ont the Excess Bills, to find
out where Ministers made certain state-
mnents, and how those Statements have
been altered, either by exceptional cir-
cumistances or by the fact that a change
of view has come to them. Possibly
next year, in connection with these
Estimates, I may refer to the Colonial
Treasurer, and point out a few differences
to him. The revenue which has been
given to us by the hon. member is a large
one, so large that, with a population
under 200,000, it is almost appalling. By
some means or another 43,417,000 has to
be extracted from the pockets of the
people of Western Australia. It is, I say,

appalling, and I am certain that the
Treasurer and his colleagues-putting
party politics on one side altogether, and
looking at it; as ordinary men-must have
felt the necessity of going into expenditure
and seeing whether in some way or other
the incidence of taxation may be reduced.
A revenue of X3,417,000 in this State,
and yet the expenditure allows an excess
of revenue of only X2,484, Brought
down to our every day life, it is something
like a man earning seven or eight shillings
a day with full wvork for the week, and at
the end of the week having onl y sixpence
for a drink; less even than that. It
seems to me that the lessons to be learned
from this Budget are more important than
from any other previously laid before this
State. We have an enormous revenue,
and we have an appalling expenditure of
£3,414,616, to be spent in cobbling and
carrying out the concerns domiuated by
the government of just about 200,000
people.

MR. JOHNSON: Look at the tariff.
MR. W. J. GEO RGE : Perhaps I shall

go into details of that sort when I get on a
little farther; but I want to impress upon
members, if I can, that we are having
anl enormious revenue and anl enormous
expenditure altogether out of proportion
to the numerical size of the country. I
shall show how the money has been dealt
with in these Estimates shortly, and, mark
you, I ant free enough to confess that at
the present moment, if my friends here
(Opposition side) were Occupying those
(Ministerial) benches, they probably, in
regard to these figures, could not make
much change. That is the point I want
to make. It is not so much a question of
the accident of who occupies the Govern-
ment benches, as the fact that there has
been built tip in this State an expenditure
which seems to be able, like Tennyson's
brook, to go onl for ever, growing larger
and larger, and we cannot say when it is
going to get to the ocean of oblivion.
Take this expenditure of £3,414,000.
Out of that there are salaries and wages
to be paid, amounting to over three
millions. Something terrible! Over three
millions in mioney has to be spent for
salaries and wages!

Tar COLONIAL TREASURER: A million
and a half.

MR. GEORGE: Three millions, accord-
ing to your own figures. I will give you
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the figures for them. I can only separate
from the Estimates something like
£234,000 worth of work. If the hon.

.member will turn to folios 108 and 117,
and take out those figures, he will find
that my f riend-I hope I may still call
him my friend-the Minister for Works
has only £2234,000 for various works.
Therefore the balance of expenditure
must necessarily be for wages and salaries.
Well, probably wages, salaries, and in-
terest. I assure the hon. member and
the House that I am only desirous of
getting to the bottomn of these things.

THE COLONIA.L TRE;ASURER: can
give you the actual figures.

MR. GEORGE:- Very well.
TUE COLONIAL TRASUnER:

£1,558,000.
Me- GEORGE: .If the hon. member

can give an analysis which differs from
mine, I shall be pleased. If even we take
a million a year as being spent on
salaries in this State, I say it is far and
away in excess of what the State cau
afford and what it ought to spend in
reference to unproductive works. It may
be that our system of government, where
we are aiming at giving everyone repre-
sentation, and rightly too, is an) expensive
one. But in our public life, the same11 aS
in our private life, there comes a time
when we must look to our expenses and
see we do Dot overrun or incur the risk
of overrunning that which we can earn.
To bring this point out is my object more
than anything else. As surely as i lie
sun will rise to-morrow. there is g-oing to
come in Western Australia something
similar to the "1black Wednesday " which
appeared in Victoria years ago. It must
necessarily be so, because in connection
with some of the huge departments of
the State, numerically speaking-anti of
course the salaries -follow in the same
proportion-there are as many if not
more hands employed, to do less work
than there was in the boom time.

IMnF. RESjIDE:: There -will be a big row,
Ma. GEORGE:. Yes ; of course there

will be a big row. We do not want to
have a big row if we can help it; but as
far as we possibly can be, we are here, I
think, not as parties, but as one unted
party, and we want to do the best. that is
possible for the country, so as to reduce.
expenditure and reduce the extent of
the misery if there be a possibility of

a "1back Wednesday " coming about.
That is what we want to do; and unless
matters in connection with the expendi-
ture are broughtr prominently before the
Colonial Treasurer, the Government mar
not lie able to see them. The Treasur
has told us that the expenditure will be
£3,417,000, a large proportion of which
necessarily we have to receive back again
from the Federal Government in our pro-
portion. I do not think-I may be
wrong, it is speculation with all of us,
even with the Colonial Treasurer-we are
going to get anyrthing like the proportion
of money the Treasurer expects. The
present Federal Tariff will be bad for
United Australia, and it will be worse
than bad, if I mtay use the expression, for
Western Australia. There is not the
slightest doubt that the tremendous
imports which we received from out-
side the Commonwealth will now be
received from inside the Commonwealth,
and it is from articles obtained from
outside the Commnonwealth the Trea-
suirer expects to get money, and on
which his estimiate is based. There is
a doubt as to whether the revenue will
come up to the expected amount, but
there is not the slightest doubt what the
expenditure will be, and I speak from an
analysis of the Budgets of seven years in
this House. I have not known a. single
case in which the expenditure in the
departments has ever been less than what
has been laid on the table of the House
by the Colonial Treasurer of the day. If
this revenue does not come up to the
mark expected, and to which we hope it
Will come-we are certain that the expen-
diture will comne uip to the mark, and
probably exceed it-we shall be landed
with a deficit, and it is Just as well
that members should understand and
know that. The expenditure might
be reduced by the searching out process
indicated by the Premier, if the Govern-
ment had time and could go in for a re-
Organisation and re-classification scheme;
that will have to come, there is no
question abou-t that;- it is no use talking
about it. The civil servants of the State
will hare to be weeded out to meet the
times, and while I am speaking on that
point I may say that I am pretty certain,
judging from the remarks which have
fallen from members during this debate,
that what has been advocated by me
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for the past two years-that the pension
system is wrong-will before many years
have passed come about, and the system
be abolished. Let us pay our men a. fair
wage, and let them make their own pro-
vision for the future. Do not burden
the State with a lot of men who have the
idea that the State will provide a, pension
for them in years to come. In private
businessers there are no pensions; why
should there be so in the public service?
The civil servants are no better and no
worse than men in private ccupations,
and private men do not pay pen sions,
therefore I do not see why the public
service should do so. I think that a
reduction -will have to come, and I would
like it to be clearly understood that the
civil service is not the place where a man
should seek his ultimate aim and goal.
Hie mns take, it perhaps, as some of them
do, to carry them over a short space of
time, but that it should be the ulttimate
aim of a juan to fill in his time in the
civil service with a miserable pension at
the end is ridiculous, and it does not raise
the tone of the people in the State. T am
not belittling the civil servants at all:
there are many good men in the service
who are doing; their work well, but the
positions can only be filled by a certain
few, and I find, and I am sure that every
member of Parliament is applied to by a
great number of people seeking for their
influence to get men into the service, and
there are possibly those who think that
once they get into the service they are,
made men for the rest of their lives. I
should be sorry if anyone that I have
respect for should make it the whole
aim of his life to be put into one of the
pigeon-holes of the service and remain
there. Ii am glad it has come out in the
House, and I hope it will tome out farther
session after session, that civil servants
-who are appointed must not think they
have got a life-long lien on the service:
they have no right to think that. If the
State -needs their services, all right; but
if it does not need them, if the work of
the State sinks down and the services of
certain civil servants are not needed,
when that time comes these men will
hare to be dealt with, and will have to
seek for other avenues of employment.
Passing on to the remarks made by the
Colonial Treasurer, there is a matter
which I want him to enlighiteni me upon.

I have already spoken to the Treasurer
about it and probably, in reply, he will
mnake the point clear to me. The esti-
mated revenue for the year 1900-1901
was £2,900,000 and the actual revenue
£3,078,000. There was supposed to bie
in the chest at the start of the year
£212,000, making up £8,090,000; yet the
expenditure Was £3,165,000, and we are
told that the deficiency is £74,000.
According to may reading -probably I
shall be told I am wrong, and shown that
I am wrong-the £912,000 was not there.
I do not k-now who was responsible for
it.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: There
was a debt of £84,000.

Mn. GEORGE: I do not (-are about
the debtor' £34,000; that has nothling to
do with me. The £12,000 was not ihere,
the cash -box was empty; it was worse, it
Was filled with debt. There was a6 deficit
of £74,000, which makes an actual
deficiency of £287,000, The lion, gentle-
Man maLY explain it tihis Way: that the
actual deficiency was £75,000, and the
£212,000 being in the chest, leaves £63,000.
I shall be pleased when the hon. gentle-
man speaks, to find how he makes the
figuresnip. When the Colonial Treasurer
ma-de out. the list in reference, to the rail.
ways, he was very careful-I do not say
it sneeringly, because I think he has been
careful. The railways expenditure for the
year ended on June 30th last Was
£1,355,000, and the revenue realised was
£C1,31532000, leaving a loss of £1,593
actual, after paying sinking fund atnd in-
terest. I think I amn correct in that.
That is all right, thiat is to say the figures
are all right; but I say that the Treasurer
is all wrong, so far as the managenient of
the railways is concerned. If I were
occupying a position on the Treasury
benches, I should require some explana-
tion from the manager why h le cut matters
so closet 'v. I have not the slightest doubt
that a satisfactory explanation would be
giveu by the manager of the railways on
that point, but at the sabme time it is
cutting it pretty fine, and I am not going
to believe that on an expenditure of
nearly a million and a-half, the man-
agement could cut it as close as £1,500.
If there be a loss of £1,593, I am
certain that if the Government -railways
were brought under the same scanning
scrutiny as an ordinary business is, in-
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stead of there being a loss of £1,593,
there would be something which the
country ought to know. While giving
these few remarks I -want to point out
to the Colonial Treasurer that his esti-
mate for this year's revenue is £1,452,000,
and he gives the expenditure as practically
£1,122,000, leaving an apparent profit of
£330,000. That is all right, but I think
the hon. gentleman might fairly, in con-
nection with the apparent profit, have
done that which he did with the year
which is past. He should have showni to
the country what the State has to pay
out of £330,000, namely the State will
have to pay something like £250,000 for
interest and £67,000 for sinking fund,
making a total of £317,000; so that
instead of having a profit on the rail-
ways of £330,000, apparently there will
only be a surplus of £13,000. While
speaking on this, I think it is incumbent
on the Colonial Treasurer, or whoever
occupies his place in fuature, to let these
things be clearly "1understanded by the
common people."

Tast COLONIA TREzAsuRER: It is
something to make you understand it.

MR. GEORGE: The hon. mnember
says it is somtething to mnake me under-
stand it, The Treasurer will have to
learn a great deal before he can teach me
anything- on railways. I did not make
railways on -water. What I want to
point out is that it is necessary this
matter should be 11"uderstanded by the
common people." That is an extract
from the Book of Commanon Prayer. I
thought the hon. gentleman, -as a Dis-
senter, never referred to such a classical
work. The civil servants- of the State
are thinking men. They know their
work according to their lights, and they
reason on these matters and say-and I
think they c an fairlyv say, too- -"Hfere is a
huge concern which we are working on,
and it shows a profit by the words of the
Treasurer himself of £330,000: where do
we come in-why should we not have a
cut in?" Not a word is said in the
statement about the sinking fund or
interest, hut there is to be a profit under
the management of £2330,000. 1 take it
-1 do not think the Tre~asurer will con-
tradict mne-that when this is boiled down,
instead of a profit of £9330,000 there will
only he shown a £13,000 mnargin on a
concern dealing with a million and a

half Of mone y. I think it is too smaill.
The Commissioner in his own business
would think a pro portion like that too

1small; -it is not whA might be called a
decent working profit. That leads me to
another matter which I intend to deal
with when we come to the question of
railways, and the Commissioner will no
doubt'be ready for it then; but at this
stage I am dealing with the Colonial
Treasurer, and-I wish to point out that
there should not be the slightest mis-
understanding as to the £330,000. There
will not be a profit of £330,000, but a
margin of £,13,000 for the Treasurer to
deal with. I think at this time I might
very fittingly refer to a little miatter con-
cerning the Commissioner of Railways
and the Minister for Works, who I am
sorry to see is absent fromt his place.
During the course of some speeches made

inte House, over the troubles which
have not yet ended, it was stated as a
charge against the late Government-I
presume principally at any rate against

Ithe late Administration, for Govern-
ments, I say, are simply accidents,
people carryving on the departments or
people having to do with it find a
certain number of items earmarkedIto this firm. and to the other firm

Ifor purchase, this firm to supply
lathes, and another firm wheels, and so

1on-the Commissioner took to himself
credit-and I do not blame him: in his
place I should have done the same, or
perhaps a little more- for saving a certain
amount of money by purchasing rolling-

Istock in America. I do not care who is
to blamne for what I am going to read to
the House. I do not suppose it is the

ICommissioner of Railways or his pre-
decessor, who was just such an accident
on the Treasury benches as tbje present

ICommissioner is. The fault is the fault
of the system. I now propose to read to

1 the Committee an article showinag that by
Ino fault of his own was the British
manufacturer unable to supply the
article the Commissioner wanted. It1was the fault of somebody who had to do

Iwith the preparation of the specifications
and indents in connection with rolling-
stock. The paper in question is the

IIronmonger, which was started, I believe,
somewhere about the year 1868, so that it
has been published for 30 odd years. It

Iis the leading trade paper at home. Now
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let the Committee listen to what this
paper says:

HELP2iG OUR TRADE CoMPxrrroas.-Bitter I
complaints are made from time to time that
the British manufacturer does not get fair-
play when he is invited to tender for certain
Government contracts. The matter was first
brought into prominence in connection with
the Atbara bridge muddle-Ethat is a bridge
in the Soudanj-and since then there has been
a steady crop of complaints, the last of which
included the contracts for the Goirtiek viaduct
in Burniah and for a supply of locomotives for
the Burnish railways. In the case of the
Atbara bridge, it was shown conclusively that
preferences were accorded to the American
tenderers. A similar conclusion seems to be
unavoidable in the cawe of another contract
mentioned in the report of the Agent General
for the Western Australian Government on
the work of the London Agency of that colony
during 1900.
This wvill bear on the question of our con-
sulting engineer. Questions have been
asked in reference to that gentleman; and
the matter will have to be dealt with
before the session closes. The article
proceeds:

We print below in parallel columns parion-
lams of the specifications as issued by the
Western Australian Government, from which
it will be seen that while the American mnu-
facturers were given a perfectly free hand to
get their material from whatever source
appeared to them to be best, the British
builders were tied down to material supplied
by certain specified firms, with the result, of
course, that the quotation for the British
locomotives was considerably higher than that
of the Americani.
Yet while we are rejoicing, crying "one
people, one flag, one destiny," we cut the
painter, as it were, by saying to the
British competitor, "You shall do the
work oniy in one way," whilst we say to
the other, the successful competitor, "You
may do it just as you jolly well please."
Listen again:

Boiler-barrel, smokebor, smokebox tube-
plate, firebox casing, etc.: British, Farnley
Iron Company; American, steel, nmaker not
Dnmed.
The Fernley and the Lowmroor iron are
equal to the best Swedish charcoal iron.
While ordinary iron may stand at X7 or X8
per ton, this never fetches less than .A19
per ton. and I have known it even higher.
Why was the specification given to the
American manufacturer, "Steel, maker
not named"? Do nothbon. members think
that good steel is manufactured in Great
Britain-as good steel as in AmericaF
Certainly. Then, why was not the British

manufacturer allowed to supply the steel ?
As regards tubes, the specification for
the British manufacturer was Everitt's
" Karo "; but the American could get his
tubes where he liked. Piston rods, con-
necting rods, slide bars, etc., the British
manufacturer must make out of Vickers
steel, as expensive a material as possible;
but the American could put in what
he liked. It is the same thing with the
valve motions, buffers and draw gear, and
so forth : for the British maker expensive
iron was specified, whilst the American
could supply what he liked. As for the
wheel centres, axle box castings, etc.,
these for the British manufacturer were
to come from Firth & Co., one of the
highest firms, perhaps the highest firm in
Sheffield; but the American could get
his stuff just where he chose. The tires
the British manufacturer was to get from
Vickers; whilst the American was simply
told to get the highest grade, aud natu-
rally he pleased himself. As regards the
axle boxes, the British manufacturers was
to obtain them from Firth & Co., but the
American could get them from where he
liked. Right through, the American
could do just as he liked, but the British
manufacturers must be bound down to
the most expensive class of material
obtainable. Under the circumstances,
was it not likely that the American could
beat the Briton, and that the Commnis-
sioner, by letting the contract to an
American firm, could save sufficient to
buy afew more wagons? I do not blame
the bon. gentleman: it is the system that
has been wrong. I say the system is
utterly unfair. If you are asking for
tenders from the whole world--from
America, Germany, and Russia if you
like-then above all things allow the
British manufacturer the same opportu-
nity as you allow the others. Do not
bind the British manufacturer down with
bonds that he cannot break through, and
let his competitors on the other side of
the Atlantic do as they like. Let usgo a
little farther; because this question is of
interest to the people of this State, not
only as Western Australians, but a~s
mrembers of the great British Empire. I
believe we all desire that the British flag

shall float as high in the commerce of
the world as itis possible to raise it.
We are not desirous of going elsewhere
for the supply of goods which can be
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made by our brothers in the little island
of the Northern Seas. The article con-
tinues-

Sir E. fl. Wittonooin comments upon this
method of procedure. He states that the fact
that particular tirms are specified in the
indents for the manufacture of certain material
has not only the effect of enhancing the price,
but of removing competition.

I am just pointing out the unfairness of
this specification. I am not now refer-
ring to a matter touched on by my friend,
the Minister for Works. I shall deal
with that when I come to it. Referring
to Sir E. H. Wittenoom's comments, the
article continues:

To such an extent, he says, is this the case
that "in oeb order recently given out for
locomotives the increase in cost amounted to
no less than the sum of .2320 per engne"-

Ten per cent, on the cost of an engine
because certain materials were specified!
I maintain that if the American manu-
facturer bad been bound down to the
same specification, it. would have resulted
in the locomotives being manufactured in
Great Britain.
which the British builder offered to strike off
his tender if be were allowed the same con-
ditions as the American manufacturer, namely
if he were allowed to obtain his supplies
subject to the approval of the consulting
engineer as to the source from which the
material was obtained.

Now, here is a curious thing in connec-
tion with the consulting engineer, and
one to which I wish to draw the atten-
tion of my bon. friend opposite. The
purchase of material such as rolling-stock
in Great Britain is I believe-I may be
wrong, but I think I am right-subject
to the inspection of the consulting engi-
neer, whose payment comes in the shape
of commission on the work which passes
through his office. I understood this
from the Right Hon. Sir John Forrest;
and I conclude that such is still the case.
I wish to know how the consulting engi-
neer in London can pass stuff which is
obtained from America? Has he a lien
on that as wellP Are we free from his
commission on such purchases or are we
still liable to it? If so, how does he
arrange for his examination, his inspec-
tion, and his final passing of the mnachi-
nery before it leaves America? I know
the hon. gentleman will pardon me for
asking the question, which is a business
question. No doubt he will answer it

Iwhen he rises. Going on a. little farther
with the article, we come to a most
ridiculous point-one almost too ridicu-
lous to bring up in a Legislative
Assembly. I would not mention it, but
that it is necessary somehow or other to
bring this matter to a head and let it be
distinctly understood. The article pro-
ceeds: -

The red-tape business as practised towards
British builders is, however, carried consider-
ably farther than is indicated in the table, for
we understand from the report that the British
locomotive builder was tied down even is the
matter of the paint, ' Martin's deoxidising
varnish " being at all times named. This
preparation, according to the report, " no
British builder bas been able to identify."
Another extraordinary matter is in the speci-
fication (for British makers only) of an axlebox
designated " Giles's Patent," regarding which
the Agent General has already asked, "that
a faller inquiry be made into the circum-
stances attending the selection of an axlebox
thus designiated by the Railway Department,
which was patented in England at a date
subsequent to that when the indent for the
boxes was made out."

I think a little explanation is required in
regard to that.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have been trying to explain it for a long
time.

MR. GEORGE: My friend, the
Minister for Works, has only just come
in, and I wish to point out to him that I
do not consider him to blame in this
matter. But whoever is responsible,
whoever is to blame for it should suffer;
even if it be my bon. friend beside me.
[Ministerial laughter.] The. hon. gentle-
men opposite may laugh.

HoN. F. H. PInssn: Their laughter
is not at my expense. I am not. hit this
time.

MR. GEORGE: It is immaterial to
me who is to blame in the matter. I am
making an appeal on behalf of our friends
in England, who I say have not lost their
trading prestige or their capacity for
competing with other traders, but have
suffered from unfair treatment on the
part of the Western Australian author-
ities. It is not a question of Ministers.
Ministers I say are only an accident, at
any time. But whoever is responsible
for the drawing up of the specifications
which shut out the British manufacturer
should suffer. What sort of brotherly
love, fraternal feeling, one-fag-one.
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destiny, one-kingdom-one-king spirit is it
when we welcome our brother with one
hand and quietly shove him out of the
back door with the other ?

THE MINISTER Fon Wons: The
system has been put an end to.

ME. GEORGE: I wanit it ventilated.
I wish to see some innovation. I could
almost imagine-but no, I cannot :
imagine the innovation of the presentI
Government being turned out.

THE MINISTER FRo Woxs: The
flight must be a very high one if your
imagination is not equal to it.

MR. GEORGE: Yes. The article
continues :

This appears to be a still more extraordinary
incident than the discrimination practised
against the British builder, and the inference
to be drawn from it is anything but reassur-

in.Why, in the name of fairness, should
British manufacturers be tied down to build
locomotives out of certain material manufac-
tured only by certain specified firms, while the
American manufacturer is permitted to please
himself as to the description of material used
and the sources from which he obtains it P
Is it possible that the Western Australian
authorities believe it to be necessary to specify
in this way to the British manufacturer so as
to ensure reliable material being incorporated
in the engine, while they consider that no
such precaution is necessary in doing business
with our Transatlantic competitors ? Or is it
possible that there are other and weightier
considerations involvedP
I do not know. Perhaps the Commis-
sioner of Railways can inform, us with
regard to the trucks purchased from
America, on which be plumes himself so
much. As I said before, he is quite
right in taking credit to himself; and
perhaps if I were in his shoes I would
plume myself a little more than he does.
He will probably tell us whether the
superiority in cheapness and capacity of
the American manufacturer, as compared
with the English manufacturer, arises
from the fact that the English maker
was tied down body and soul, hand and
foot, to Certain classes of material, whilst
the American manufacturer was allowed
to do what be liked. The Premier, in
speaking on the Budget this evening, said
he ha no intention of abolishing the
sliding scale. I do not propose to debateI
the absolute incidence of the proposed
Federal Tariff, because that is a matter
which will come up for discussion on a
motion to be made by my friend the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans).

I think, however, that those who know
should put the matter clearly before the
House. Nobody should know better than
these gentlemen who are in office, since
they have the means of obtaining informa-
tion which poor people like myself have
no chance of getting.

THE MINIsTER FOR Wons: You have
great chances of getting information.

MR. GEORGE: NO; not this infor-
mation. A lot of Ipeople in this country
hold a certain opinion with regard to the
Federal Tariff, that supposing there be a
certain article upon which the Federal
Tariff imposes duty, and our tariff im-
poses a duty on the same article, the
people have to pay both duties. [MEM-

HERR: No.] Well, they have that idea.
Of course, it is not so, Had that is why I
brought it forward. What they have to
do is distinctly laid down in the Consti-
tution Act, which provides that where
there are two duties-the Federal and
the State-the higher duty shall j revail.
The lower is merged iuto the higher.
Yet there are lots of people iti this
country -who believe that both must be
paid; and that fallacy will be spread all
through the country when the agitation
about the sliding scale arises, because I
know a little-

MR. TAYLOR: You know nothing about
sliding.

MR. GEORGE: Well, sliding is a
very good exercise if you do not fall.

THE COLONIAL TREAsURER: It de-
pends on where you slide.

MR. GEORGE Well, the Minister
cannot slide uphill, but he can fall down-
hill: and the Treasurer will probably
have an opportunity of showing his
abilities in that way before very long.

THE COLONtAL TREASUREn: The
sooner the better.

MR. GEORGE: I hope the Minister
will have a feather cushion to take away
the incidence of his contact with the
pavement. The Premier said he had no
intention of abolishing the sliding scale.
I do not see very well how he could have.
I take it his words were intended to con-
vey more than an evasion of the matter ;
that they were not an evasion ; that they
meant his honest intention to stand up
for the sliding scale. And I cannot see
how he can honourably do otherwise.
There is not the slightest doubt that
during the federal campaign, the people
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of the country, or great numbers of them,
were led to believe that this sliding scale
would not be interfered with. However,
I shall not make reference to these
" Facts for Federalists." Such matters
will come up in another debate, together
with the people who brought them for-
ward. The Premier also- told us the
Government bad. not had time to formu-
late the reorganisation and reclassification
scheme; and he led us to infer-I think
it was not quite right:- I am sure it was
belittling his coleagues-that practically
the bulk of the time of other Ministers
had been spent in searchin~g out the
pigeon-holes.

MEMBER:' NO.
THE COLONIAL TaRASURER: We have

not yet started to do that.
MR. GEORGE: The Premier told

us-he conquered even my occasional
deafness-that when it came to a fight
he would show us what he had found in
the pigeon-holes; and as the present
Goverpment have done very little else, so
far as I1 or the public can judge, except
interfere with existing arrangements,
which arrangements I am certain would
have been better left unaltered, Ministers
must have received their salaries for the
purpose of acting as political scavengers
in the pigeon-holes; and we should like
to know what they have found.

MR. TA&YLOR: That is a treat in store
for you.

MR. GEORGE: That is all right.
There are blessings to come for all of us.
Reference has also been made to the
party sitting here (Opposition), and
some of those references have not been
couched in terms likely to make people
feel at ease with themselves or with epih
other, or to give us that easy feeling we
experience when we have had a good
dinner. For instance, we are referred to
as the "1old party." The pigeon-holes
are referred to, and all that sort of busi-
ness. What have the pigeon-holes to do
with this party, or what has this party to
do with the old party ? This party is
not the old party-{MAT. TAYLOR: What
is it F] -,and if it were the old party,
which it is not--

Mn. Tanoto: Is it the Black Swan
FoundryP

MR. GEORGE: No; I am the
irreducible minimum. This is not the
old party. There are but 11 of the

members of the old party in this party;
and I1 think we amount to about 16.
"We," I say. I am ono of the new

party; because prior to this time-I
hope the Committee will pardon me for
info rming those who have just come into
Parliament-I was a, leader, in equality
with the leader of the Government and
the leader of the Opposition-a leader of
a. party of one, and a jolly good party
too. I have now merged myself with my,
friends around me.

bin. TAYLOR : How long will you stay
with themP

bin. GEORGE: My dear sir, just so
long as my friends will allow me without
kicking me out. [Mn. TAYLOR: Just
so.] 1 say we have not to bear the sins,
and we will not ask absolution for the
sins, if there are any, of the hon. gentle-
men who have condescended to join our
party, and one of whom we are proud to
hail as leader. Make no mistake about
that. We have a party here, and I think
I may speak for my f riends there, too
(Opposition cross-benches), who I do
not think will say I am presuming: we
have the best party for the State. We
have enough of the old party to leaven
the crudities of the new; we have enough
of the vigour, energy, and action of the
new party to stir up, if it wants any
stirring up, the conservative element
which is really the safeguard of the
country. So do not let us hear any more
about the "1old party." We have nothing
whatever to do with it. But if it be
necessary that we should stand up for
our mates, well, we are men enough to
stand shoulder to shoulder and to try
conclusions with the enormous majority
possessed by my friends on the Treasuryv
benches [AfMEER Oh, rats!1] 1
made a statement that we had a revenue

Iof £23,417,000, and an expenditure of
£3,414,000. So far as I can see in these
Estimates, the following are the buildings
which we shall get constructed out of
revenue. The member for Albany (Mr.
Gardinjer) struck a true chord when he
said he desired to see more works con-
structed out of revenue. I echo that

*sentiment. I do not like this loan policy.
So far as that is concerned, we must have
it here, and for a considerable time; but
I do not like it. I did not like it in the
Perth City Council; and as far as my
influence would permit, I fried to have as
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many as possible of our municipal works
constructed out of revenue. Now, what
do we find ? Out of our enormous
expenditure of three millions, there are
the items: roads and bridges, X89,000;
harbours and rivers, £26,900; engineer-
ing surveys and railway construction,
£16,500; Colonial Secretary's buildings,
£1 7,260, and £49,290; while the Attorney
General's buildings come up to £27,000;
the Mines Department buildings, £5,000 ;
Lands Department buildings, £1,500;
Education Department buildings--and I
should not grumble at one single penny
of that vote, if it were double the
amount - £35,000; other buildings,
£11,000; grants-in-aid, whatever they
mnay be, £1,500; furniture, £6,600; and

fuel, sanitary contracts, etc.,£650
That is £284,000 out of my friend the
Minister for Works.

THE MINISRn won WoxaIs: More
than that.

Mn. GEORGE: That is all there is in
the Estimates.

TuxE MrwxsnxR FOR WORKES: More
than that.

MR. GEORGE: Well, if there benmore,
I shall be glad to see it. 'My point
is: if, out of an expenditure of over
three millions, there be only £284,000
worth of permanent works, and the
balance of the vote is to go in salaries
ad wages, in interest, in sinking fund,
etc., the burden is too heavy for this
State to bear. And theref ore the time is
close at hand-in fact, I think it is here
now if Mlinisters will condescend to stay
on the Government bench and carry out
the reform-when we want a searching-
out through all these huge departments,
not with the object of throwing wen on
the world, but of seeing that -we do not
employ wore men than we can) afford to
pay. Because, if we continue to extract
from the pockets of the people of this
State three and a-half millions of money
per annum, the time is close at hand
when the burden will become too great,
and the people will not be able to stand
it. I do not know that I need say more.
I think I have made all the points I want
to make, and I shall reserve myself for
the items. For me, these are usually a
very good skirmishing field. I do not
know whether some of my friends will be
able to take up may mantle when it falls
from my shoulders, as it mav do very

shortly, and to deal with this matter. it
is necessary that there should be someone
to deal with the items in the way I have
tried to deal with them during the last
few years, with the idea that when
Ministers come down with Estimates,
thely should be able to give informationl
to hon. members-not misleading infor-
mation ; not telling members, as I was
told a few sessions ago, about an officer
who had grown grey in the service, was a
most loyal man, and had done splendid
work, and all the rest of it-when the
boy was not 21 years of age; yet that was
the explanation given me. He had grown
grey -headed; at most valuable officer who
could not be dismissed. And I therefore
speak to Ministers, and 1 would speak to
any Ministers, whoever they might be,
and I say it is their duty, so far as I can
see, not to take the ipse dixit of whoever
is responsible in their departments, but
as far as possible to make themselves
personally conversant with the staffs, and
to bring to bear upon the important and
honourable duties of their offices the
same care and the same foresight which
they would display in their ordinary
hbusinesses.

Ho~n. GI. THROSSELL (Northam):
I wish, in as few words as possible, to
offer my congratulations to my friend the
Treasurer; for I recognise his efforts
and his honest desire as clearly as
possible to place the affairs of the
country before this House. If he has
not done so in the manner of his
predecessor, it is his misfortune; and I
recognise the difficulties in which the
Treasurer was placed in occupying the
position of Treasurer without that of
Premier. I venture to say, had he
occupied the dual position of Premier
and Treasurer, he would have done himu-
self infinitely greater justice. With
regard to the anticipated revenue of
£3,417,000, I ami at one with the bon.
member in believing that this sunt will
be reached, if not exceeded; differing
entirely from my friend who has just sat
down (Mr. George) with regard to the
total. For my reasons for believing that
this total will be reached, I can simply
point to the fact that in 1899 the revenue
reached a total of £C2,479,000, while for
the Year just closed it reached a total of
£3,078,000, being in -round numbers an
increase under normal conditions of
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about half a million sterling of revenue.
The Treasurer, then, has taken credit for
an extra £400,000 only, while I maintain
that under normal conditions he might
have anticipated at least half a million,
which we have had in the past year. We
are likely to have very large extra sums
thrown into his lap of which neither he
nor the State is aware. But while it is a
matter for congratulation that this
estimate will be reached, I think this is
the first time in our history that we have
to meet the Treasurer with the largest
revenue that hits ever been reached in
the State, and yet to deplore the revenue,
in that much of it means increased.
taxation for the wage-earnier through the
Federal Tariff. That cannot be satis-
factory. It leads me to make a few
remarks upon this Federal Tariff under
which -we now live. You, sir, as one of
the much-denounced anti-federalists, will
I am sure understand my feelings when
I say I am surprised at the absence now
of that cry "1One flag, one people, and
one destiny." We now no longer find
the people fuall of sentiment; but we do
find that they, after fighting the battles
of the mother country in South Africa,
suddenly turn round and point commercial
guns at the mother country-, at New
Zealand, and at the markets of South
Africa, Not only does this Federal
Tariff appear to me to keep the foreigner
out of our faninyards, but it keeps our
own people from supplying the wants of
an English community. Mr. Williams,
the author of the book entitled "1Made
in Germany," says:

Our colonies mrust b~e more filial. We pro-
tect themt with our flag; our navy is largely
for the purpose of safeguarding themn; but we
pay nearly all the cost. They in turn think
they have f ulfilled their duty by singing the
National Anthem at their banquets. They
must discriminate in their tariffs, and admit
Etnglish prod-ncts on mare favourable terms
than those of other nations.
It does not require a prophet to foretell
that, however honest the intentions of
the Federal Parliament may be, they will
speedily be defeated, and we sihall have
toi look abroad for reciprocal Lreaties. It
is all very well to say we should guard
our shores with a protective tariff; hut
we know it cannot last, and that in due
time it moust be broken down. An asser-
tion bas been made that protection will
tend to reduce prices. That was laughed

to scorn in the F'ederal Parliamient the
other day; but it is quite clear, and I
speak as a moderate protectionist, that
whilst the first effect possibly may be to
send up prices, the result mast be here-
after to reduce those prices. The natural
result of a 25 per cent. duty upon
machinery for our mines, and 15 per
cent. upon, agricultural machinery, would
be to stimulate enterprise in manufacture
until such time as over-production was
reached, and then, down. would come the
prices. What we have to consider is
whether we are in a position to com-
mence those enterprises? Shall we be
able to build up those industries and
reap the advantage of the develop-
ment of our own resources in the
increasing demands for machinery? I
said years ago that we were not in that
position, and that we would he faced
under federation by four highly-developed.
States pitted against one, instead of
enjoying the blessings of responsible
government, with power to borrow money.
I said chat with highly-developed manu-
factures and eight million acres under
cultivation, when federation became an
accomplished fact we should find our-
selves the weakest, going to the wall. I
am not saying a-ad am not prepared to
take up that p~osition, that we are going
to the wall, for our resources are too
great and the law of compensation is too
sure for us to go to the wall, but already
we have an outcry, and a bitter one too,
from our pastoralists and leading federal-
ists, my friend the Premier (Hon. G.
Leake) amongst the number, who shouted
to the echo for " one flag, one people, and
one destiny." That hon. gentleman was
the first to cry out in his speech at York
the other nighit suggesting that the five-
years tariff should be done away with in
the interests of the wage-earner. It is
very proper we should ask ourselves what
will be the effect of this Federal Tariff.
It would seem to mean if not disaster, a
loss to our mines, a loss to our agricul-
turists, and surely a loss of a worse
description to the wage-earner. It may
be that we may be able to command the
conditions on our mines; it may be that
the manufacturers of the oth er States are
in a better position, and have reached
such a, stage of perfection that they will
take full advantage of the trade opening
up here for machinery for our mines and

(ASSEMBLY.] Debate on Ruance.



Annual Estimates: [22 OCTOBER, 1901.] Debate on Finance. 17OS

agriculturists, and will not take advantage
of the 2.5 per cent. duty. If that be their
course, and they will supply the machinery
without taking full advantage of the 26
per cent. duties, no great harm will result.
If, on the other hand, obeying their
business instincts, they take advantage of
the duty, then T say it is a very serious
matter for our mines, a very serious one
for our agriculturists, and a tremen-
dously serious one for the wage-earner.
Turn it which way we will for the wage-
earner, the cost of living, notwithstanding
the assertion of my friend Mr. Matheson
and other leading federalists, must be
permanently increased, and this must
again react upon our mines, because one
argument was, "You, will be enabled to
work low-grade mines, because wages will
be lower." But with increased cost of
living, thiewage-earner naturally demands
an increased wage, which I think will
have to come out of the pockets of those
who work our mines. That seems to me
to be the position that federation will
have placed us in. We made it as clear
as possible that such would be the result
upon joining this union. And I main-
tain, and have always maintained, though
in my way one of the most ardent
federalists, that the right course for us
would have been to remain out of that
union. What then would have been our
position ? It would have been the
position I urged Upon my friend Sir
John Forrest when T publicly urged him
to keep out of federation, to work out our
own destiny, to have a national party,
and we would be in a position to give the
wage-earner and the people generally a
cheaper living than federation will be
able to confer. That, I maintain, would
have been our position. We should have
been free to levy duties and free to
develop our resources, and we could
without federation have at once placed
the working man in a much better
position than he is likely to occupy now.
So far as the farmer is concerned-and I
now make reference to the sliding scale,
which has been kept on in good faith,
and in fulfilment of the contract made by
the people with the federalists, assumedly
in the interests of the agriculturists--
there is no necessity to retain all these
duties for him. We could well afford
to allow in free our million lbs. of
butter, our million lhs. of cheese,

and something like two million lbs. of
bacon and ham. We could beforec federa-
tion, and we can now; so far as the
farmer is concerned, afford to let those
duties go; but we want to maintain the
sliding scale in the interests of the agri-
culturists on articles that will not of
necessity increase the price of the poor
man's loaf or his living. I need not say
that I refer to the duty upon flour, upon
chaff, sand upon cereals. Those may be
maintained, and it may be that other
duties may come off, if the Treasurer can
afford it. But I doubt whether he can
do so. With regard to the extra revenue,
I maintain that a great mistake is being
made in treating this all as ordinary
revenue. We have these increased dutties
forced upon us for the first time, and I.
am of opinion that it would be more
statesmanlike on the part of the Govern-
ment, after they have collected these
duties, to put them into a special fund
and expend them upon special public
works for the benefit of the people.
Those duties that we shall now collect
upon machinery, tea, kerosene, sugar and
other lines will probably in round num-
bers total a sum of X300,000.

THE OOLONIAL TREASURER: One
hundred thousand pounds.

HoN. G. THRQSSELjL: I do not
think that the Treasurer gave us the
information.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes; I did.
How. G. THROSSELL: I do not

think you did. However, whatever it
may be, I say it would be more states-
manlike to have that sum planted and
returned to the country in the shape of
extra public works. I do not say this,
except by way of illustration as to what
public works the extra duty may be
devoted to. There is the railway from
Jandakot to Wanneroo, and the Goornal-
ling railway will require an extension of
10 or 15 miles. I maintain again that
whatever works the money is devoted
to, it would be more statesmanlike to
carry odt that plan, or something like it,
instead of this. For the first time in our
history the Treasurer is able to come
down to the House drawing a revenue of
nearly £3,600,000. Although the Gov-
ernment have boasted of economical ad-
ministration, I defy mnembers to detect a
single sign or a single attempt at econo-
mical amistration.
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THE CoLowTAL TRE&sURER: We have
to pay your debts.

HON. G. THROSSELL: No public
works of any note, yet there is an esti-
mated expendliture of £3,414,000. When
you talk of careful administration, I ask
what it means. YQu have made, reference
in dealing with economical administra-
tion to the fact that you have refused to
give your clerks a paltry increase of £10,
whether worthy or not. You have told the
House that, no matter how long a. man may
have been in office, it does not follow he
shall have an increase of pay. I think
that, if you compare the cases, you will
find the sum I mentioned was £2300 a,
year, and not £200, in regard to not
giving increases. That was as a guide
for the under secretaries, who possibly
are too fond of making recommendations.
What in the name of common sense do
you mean by economical administration ?
Is it a cheeseparing policy, dealing alone
with clerks in the officeP What I under-
stood by economical administration was
to begin straight away with Ministers,
and with this House. With the respon-
sibility of the Post Office and also that of
the Customs removed from the State
Government, there is no longer work, I
maintain, for six Ministers, and there is no
longer the necessity to have 50 members
of the Legislative Assembly. That was
what I meant by careful administration-
to begin at once with a, redistribution of
seats; cut down the number of members
of this House by 10; also reduce the
number of representatives in the Upper
House; and, farther, cut down the number
of Ministers and go in and show that we
have a Government which when it talks
of careful administration, economical
administration, means what it says, and
is determined to carry it out. I need
not say that had an honest attempt been
made'in that direction, it would have
received my support, and the support of
every thinking man not only in the
House, but throughout the whole commu-
nity. I cannot say thatlrecognise any real
endeavour on the part of the Government
to go in for economical administration.
There is another point I would refer to;
and I do not wish to be taken as a6
captious critic, but as giving an honest
opinion on a subject which I know
something about. The Treasurer has
promised to increase the municipal grant

from 10s. in the X to l5s. The money
will be well spent by the municipalities.
But will the Government be able to keep
it up? I say the Government will not
be able to keep it up, and next year there
will be a loss bordering on £50,000.
We know that under the sliding scale we
stand to lose one-fifth of our Customs
revenue next year. What is the meaning
of the sliding scale ? For what purpose
was it given to the country ? Was it
given to us to go on spending the whole
revenue without looking to the future?
Was it not given to us for the purpose
of minimnising the evil and the losses
which are sure to come upon us by the
adoption of federation ? I say' tha was
the meaning of it-not to spend the
revenue to the full, pledging ourselves to
arrangements which we could not carry
out; and next year there will be a howl
of indignation because the municipal
grant has to be cut down again. I speak
as one having a stake in the country. I
maintain that the municipal grant of
10s. in the £ encouraged municipalities
to help themselves by going in for loans.
Half the municipalities have not the
moral courage to help themselves, and if
you give them an increased grant, you
take away from them the incentive.
The Government will have to give way
next year for the generosity of this Year.
The Government have a huge sum of
money in the Savings Bank waiting for
investment; the municipalities could
borrow this money on safe terms, and
thus good would accrue to the State. I
would like to make a slight reference to
the Federal Tariff. I know there will
be a tendency to wipe out many of
the duties here, and as far as the
producer is concerned, we can afford
to do away with the duty on butter,
on hamns, on cheese, and on bacon. The
question is, suppose we do away with
these duties, will the consumer reap any
benefit ?

MR. Hopgw~s: Of course he would.
HoN. G-. THEOSSELL: I am of

opinion that he would not, and I will tell
you why. The principle on which we have
started federation is free-trade through-
out Australia and protection agast the
outside world. The chief producing
centre of the southern seas is New
Zealand, and that country is penalised to

Ithe extent of 3d. per lb. on butter and
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cheese. I say the chief producing Centre,
because there is no other State under the
British flag that has such produce from
the soil as New Zealand. We may
forfeit 2d. per lb. on cheese, but we
penalise New Zealand to the extent of
3d.: we may forfeit 2d. per lb. on butter,
but we penalise New Zealand to the
extent of 3d. If you take full advantage
of the duty, and abolish the 2d., you keep
up the price to the consumer. I would
be one to help the consumer, by removing
the duties which are useless to the pro-
ducer; but be careful we do not awaken
to a fool's paradise, and find that we shall
sacrifice the revenue, while not helping
the working man and the consumer
generally. Reference has been made by
the Treasurer to the railway policy of the
State, and he has, not unnaturally as
Treasurer, stated that the railways should
pay their upkeep, their interest, and
sinking fund. The Treasurer endeavoured
to show that the result of the working of
the railways for the last year was a loss
of £21,600. 1 accept those figures as
absolutely correct, although I am glad to
know that the member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) seemed to prove
conclusively that instead of a loss of
X1,600, there was a gain of £216,000.
And I believe if you look into the hon.
member's argument, you will find that
this is so. Still, I accept the Treasurer's
figures, and be gave them with a inelan-
choWy shake of the head, and in a
melancholy tone. He stated that we
would be ruined because the railways
showed a loss of £21,600. The result of
the railway management has been most
magnificent: to think the railways of the
State have given the people all the
facilities of cheap traffic, have assisted
our resources, have increased our popula-
tion-and have caused a Cash loss of
£1,600! The Treasurer says we should
be very careful : he thinks disaster is
coming on the Country. I said at the
beginning of my remarks that bad the
Treasurer occupied the position as Premier
and Treasurer, he would have given a
very hopeful ring to the figures he placed
before the House. Had Sir John Forrest
been Premier and Treasurer, he would
have given a hopeful ring to his utter-
ances. I ask, the Government, particu-
larly the Commissioner of Railways,
what is to be the future policy of the

State with regard to railways ? Are we
to accept the Treasurer's statement that
we are to have no railways in this great
State, unless it is shown that they can
from the jump, pay the interest, sinking
fund, and the running expenses ? If
those had been the lines on which the bld
Government had travelled, the country
would not be in the prosperous state it is
to-day. I maintain that the Treasurer
has not done himself justice in dealing
with this great question. The principle
he enunciated was right for the syndi-
cator. What the private railway owner
asks himself is: Will it paye Will it
give us dividends? Will it give us sink-
ing fund, and a handsome profit to the
shareholdersP If it will, go in for it. If
not, let it alone. That is the argument
of the private railway owner, but it is no
argument in a new country for men who
claim to be statesmen. The Treasurer
could have pointed out to the House that
the railways of the State had made a, loss
of £1,600. But he might have said,
"Look at the large areas of land sold
that the railways have opened up; our
country is being developed by the rail-
ways; we have a population that has
been attracted and fixed to the soil by
the railways." AUl this should have
been shown by the Treasurer, and that is
the standpoint a, statesman would have
looked at the question from, and not
merely "Will it pay interest and sinking
fund'?" The Government will yet have
to account to the country. By the
principles the Government are going on,
we need never again hope to see another
line of railway built in the State, because.
no line of railway in a new country
so thinly populated as this, can show
interest and upkeep and working expenses
from the start. Therefore, is it not
necessary to take a broader view? If
that be the view the Government are
disposed to take, I canl only say they
have not my support in it: if they are
going to maintain that principle, it will
be a very bad lookout for the Country.
I am reminded of the utterances of the
Premier. " It is the intention," be said,
" of the Government to cheapen the cost
of living to our people: we will bring
the producer and the consumer closer

togeher, and will give them every
faciity." But if the Premier says that,

what about the Treasurer, who is anxious
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about a loss of £21,600 on the upkeep and
sinking fund of the railwaysi With
regard to the railways generally, and I
am only speaking as an outside siettler, I,
hope in the future greater facilities will
be granted than in the past. The Com-
missioner of Railways has, T believe, an
honest desire to serve the State. I can
say that in many parts of the State the
country has had to fight for every facility
which it has obtained, for every level-
crossing or shelter-shed, or whatever has
been granted. When the settler cries
out for more facilities in the way of
weighbridges and sheds for storing pro-
duce, I hope the requests will be granted.
I recognise that the present Commissioner
desires to be ac;quainted with the wishes
of the settlers, and I hope, instead of
following out the old stereotyped line,
that he will appoint officers well
acquainted with the wants of the agricul-
turists, and instead of saying "1the
requests will be considered," as a, business
man he will see that the requests of the
people are granted ats quickly as possible,
where a small sum of money only is
required to carry out the requests.
I am gratified to note the Colonial
Treasurer's remark that our population
has increased during the past nine months
to the extent, in round figures, of 14,000
people. There ag-ain, however, he did not
make enough capital out of that. Four-
teen thousand people in nine months
approximately means a contribution to
the revenue of this State of £70,000 per
annum; or, in other words, the interest
on 2-* millions of borrowed money. This
is what emphasises the necessity for any
Government worthy of the name making
every effort, in season and out of season,
to increase the population of the State.
How can it he done? I say it is possible
to increase the population and to keep in
the State the pop ulation we have, only by
reducing the taxation of the people. If
the Government a-re earnest in their desire
to make public works possible, they
should stra-in every nerve to increase our
population. On this subject of population
I note the remark of my friend the
Treasu rer that we have two men for every
woman. The fact shows the great neces-
sit 'y for prompt action in introducing
female immigrants, so that the sexes may
be assimilated and the country built up.
I congratulate the Colonial Treasurer on

the very satisfactory increase of 14,000
people in nine months. Another point I
wish to refer to is education. Every
member must rejoice at the amount set
down for education. Here, agrain, we see
the -result of the forward policy of the
late Government; for after all the present
Government, good as they are-I certainly
will not say they are not good-are only
carrying out the works initiated for them
by the late Government. Land settlement
is going on; and schools should be
established, and freely established. But
there again the establishment of schools
has to be literally wrenched from the
Government. People coming here from
the Eastern States, or from the old
country, must be assured of schools for
th ei r ch ildren, as well as of o ther facilities
of civilisation, if they are to be induced
to cast in their lot permanently with the
people of this State. In connection with
education I am glad to note that the mag-
nificent, sum of £2,500 has been placed
on the Estimates for a School of Mines!
Two thousanld five hundred pounds for a
School of Mines in a country producing
gold to the value of eight millions sterling
annually! On the chief industry of th is
great State, the chief industry of the
whole of A ustralia with regard to minerals,
the Government, with a revenue of
£3,417,000, are prepared to spend X2, 500.
To show their faith in the goldfields the
Government provide £2,500 for the estab-
lishment of a School of Mines. The
Minister for Mines contents himself with
that! Why should he not have at once
the amount of money necessary to enable
him to establish a School of Mines worthy
of the nameP We are told, and very
properly told, national education is only
another name for national wealth. If
education be worth something in regard
to minerals, surely, every effort should be
miade to advance it, instead of providing
so paltry a sum for a great industry like
this. What can' be dlone with £2,500?P
Only a miserable beginnaing can he made:
it amounts to fooling the people, shut-
ting their mouths, keepinug them quiet,
instead of establishing at once a School
of Mines that will keep the intelligent
young men of this State at'home. The
Government should secure at once the
benefits that the education to be obtained
at at proper School of Mines would afford.
I make these observabtions in good faith,

[ASSEMBLY.] Debate on Finance.
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although the Minister for Mines may
laugh at them; and I hope that if the
Estimates are to be reconsidered, a much
more liberal sum will be provided for a
School of Mines.

THE MNSTRs FOR MINES: Why did
you not establish a school ?

HON. G. THEOSSELL: Again I can-
not help reiterating that the Treasurer
has come into the House with the largest
revenue a Treasurer ever came into the
Hous& with; yet where is the attempt to
develop our resources and to increase
the prosperity of our people by providing
agricultural education? We have agitated
for the establishment of an Agricul-
tural College and experimental farms for
years; and I say, with this great revenue
and with no great new public works in
prospect, it would not have been too much
if a few thousand pounds had been placed
on the Estimates for the establishment
of an experimental farm. Of all our
industries, that which most requires
stimulating just now is the agricultural
industry; and assuredly we will have to
pay the penalty at the end of five years,
when we enter on free-trade, pure and
simple with the other States, if we do not
take time by the forelock, and make it
possible for oar young men to bie edu-
cated in scientific agriculture. I say, we
are not living up to our possibilities, and
we Shall have to pay the penalty. I do
trust that the present Government will
not treat my remarks as an Opposition
speech; for if there is one Dart I cannot
play, it is that of the partisan. I do not
want to be considered a partisan in
mauking these observations: I am only
advocating what I should have liked to
do myself. These are the things I desire
to urge on the present Government.
One word more with regard to the Mid-
land Railway. In this connection I am
obliged to quote my friend the Colonial
Treasurer; and I hope he will not think
I am doing so to irritate him. He says
that it would be a good thing for this
State if we could get hold of the Midland
Railway and the lands pertaining to it.
I wish to say, and not by way of giving
offence. to the Oolonial Treasurer, that it
would have been possible to get hold of
the Midland Railway had it not been for
the indiscretion of my hon. friend himself.
It was his utterance, some weeks after
taking office, to the effect that the

Midland Railway was worth two and a
half millions sterling, that prevented the
striking of a bargain. The Colonial
Treasurer is reported to have said that.

THE COLONIAL ThEAsanER: I said
nothing of the kind.

HoN. G. THEOSSELL: I think the
Colonial Treasurer was hauled over the
coals about it. At any rate, his remarks
appear to amount to an indiscretion; and
I think undoubtedly they' were. I do
not desire to dwell on the matter,
because we are liable to slip;i and I am
willing to give the CoI6nial Treasurer
credit for having made a mistake. Never-
theless, it was a mistake which has
rendered it harder to get hold of the
Midland Railway and lands. Just before
the hon. member took office, a proposal
was made to the late Government that
negotiations should be reopened for the
purchase of the railway at £21,100,000.
This was at the suggestion of the
Agent General. The Agent General
was authorised to re-open negotiations
in such a way as to safeguard the
interests of the State, and subject of
course to an inspection and to the
approval of Parliament, and to the
proviso that the country should not be
injured by its stock being thrown too
hastily on the market, as was done in the
case of the Stock paid for the Great
Southern Railway. The Treasurei knew
these negotiations were in hand; but no
sooner had he assumed office than he
made the unfortunate utterance I have
referred to. It is not surprising that th~e
Premier, in reply to a question from some
hon. member as to the present position of
negotiations between the Government and
the Midland Railway Company, stated
that negotiations had been closed down
as the Government thought they could
make better terms. There is another
omission from the Estimates, not inten-
tionally made I believe, that I wish to
refer to. One of the early utterances of
my friend the Premier was that public
opinion favoured the providing of a good
water supply for the city of Perth and
the port of Fremantle. That scheme is

Iconspicuous only by its absence: I find
no reference to it; and yet we know that
unless Fremantle is provided with an
ample water supply, the advantage to be
derived from the enornous expenditure
on the Harbour Works will be minimised.
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I na sure the Premier recognises this;
yet the Government, with such a vast
revenue, have announced no determination
to provide a water supply. I anm not
saying for one moment that a water
supply should be provided for on the
Estimates; but we have been accustomed
to have the whole of the intentions of the
Government shadowed forth in the Budget
speech, and we naturally looked for some
intimation whether it was the intention
of the Government to proceed with the
scheme or to defer it. I am sure I need.
not impress tin the Government, and
especially on the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, the necessity for making ample
provision at the port of Fremantle for the
coaling of vast steamers and for the
landing and handling of cargo generally.
Complaints have comne into the Agent
General's office on the score. of delays to
ships at Fremantle. In view of the
large revenue we ought to be assured that
every effort will be made to satisfy the
requirements of the peoplein this direction.
I have no desire to take up the time of
the House farther. My remarks have
not been offered by way of captious
criticism, or with a, glowing desire. to
speak. I have a great objection to speech-
making; bat I cannot keep) silent when
I find no reference to the various points I
have mentioned to-night. In conclusion I
can only say that the Colonial Treasurer
did not half do himself justice in handling
for the first time so huge a revenue. Not
the slightest reference was made to our
great coal deposits, although the Colonial
Treasurer very properly alluded to the
development of land settlement. I regard
the huge coal deposits of the Collie as one
of the chief assets of the State-an asset
which will attract much population and
provide large sums for the wage-earner.
I again impress on the Commissioner of
Railways that in dealing with the ques-
tion of Collie coal and with the railway
policy of the future, it is not enough for
him to consider whether it pays the Rail-
way Department to use Collie coal. We
must look, as I said just now, to the
attraction of people to this State, to the
retention of money in the State, and to
the cheapening of the cost of living. All
these are factors which go to make up a
great State. &.handful of 200,000 people
with so hui~e a State to develop must
not content themselves with' considering

:whether a certain course wil[ or will not
I immediately pay. We must laok at the in-

direct factors. I have reason, on the whole,
to congratulate my friend the Treasurer.
If he continue in office next year, I have
no doubt he will very much improve. I
ought to say in conclusion-and this is
the right time to say it-that whatever
benefits this country now enjoys, what-
ever railways, whatever facilities of
civilisation it possesses, -we must never
forget that they are largely dlue to one
who is no longer with us, Sir John
Forrest, who has done such noble work
for the State; and it should be the desire
of every Government to emulate his pro-
gressive policy. I am glad to have had
an opportunity of saying these few words,
as I said just now, in no captious mood;
feeling deeply the importance of some of
the points on which I spoke, and in the
hope that the Government will receive
my remarks in a kindly spirit, and not
only in a kindly spirit but in a practical
one, and will let us see that, after re-
consideration, the omissions they have
made will be made good, so that the
welfare of the people may be promoted.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF RA.IL-
WAYS (Hon, J. 3. Holmes) : I should
not have spoken at this stage had it not
been for the remarks made this evening
by the member for the Murray (Mr.
George), and by the member for the
Williams (Hon. P. H. Piesse) the other
evening; because I deemed it advisable
not to say anything at this stage regard-
ing railway matters, but rather to wait
until the inquiry now being held had
come to an end, at which time members
on either side can speak on the subject
of railway management and railway
administration. As for the remarks of
the member for Nor tham (Ron. G.
Throssell), I do not think, knowing him
as we do, that any member of this House
takes im seriously-

Mn. HiGHAM: What?
TH:E COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAY S: Takes him seriously.
Mn. HIGHAM: We Cannot take YOU

seriously.
MR. F. CONNOR:- We will do so before

we finish.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS:- We ]know the member for Nor-
tham had ample opportunity for bringing
about the reform he suggested to-night.

(ASSEMBLY.] Debate on Finance.
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He never availed himself of that oppor-
tunity; and doubtless if he had remained
in office for an unlimited term, no practi-
cal result would have been brought about.

MR. HIGHAM: He was not in charge of
the railway department.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: We have instances of certain
employees who in his estimation had
"proved their case up to the hilt; " and

there he left them. It is not my inten-
tion to deal with that hon. member's
remarks, because we know him well.

How. G. THROSSxrLL You have made
a mistake. I was very serious, and I
wish to be taken seriously.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: As far as I am concerned, I am
prepared to take the hon. member's
Statements with a grain of salt.

OPPOSITION MEMBER: Oh, speak fairly!
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: I will confine my remarks to
the utterances of the members for the
Williams and the Murray. I should like
to thank the member for the Murray for
the kindly criticism he administered.

How. G. THisOSSELL: I object to your
saying you will take my remarks with a
grain of salt. I amG assured you did say
that. I do not think hon. members can
accuse me of interjecting. I treat every
member with respect in this House; and
I am not accustomed to have my words
dealt with in the manner adopted by the
Commissioner of Raoilways. I object to
his saying that lhe will take my words
with a grain of salt. I treated the Subject
very seriously, and not unkindly either;
and I expect the same treatment from
others.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I said that from what Iknew
of the hon. member, I, at all events, was
prepared to take his statements with a
grain of salt. I repeat that, and I think
I am in order in repeating it.

THE CHAIRMAN: I think it is rather
a reflection on the hon. member.

HOW. W. H. JAMES: Such statements
are constantly made.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Coming back to the criticism
of the member for the Murray, I say the
position of the railways of this State is
very serious; and the Commissioner, who-
ever he may be-I happen to be the
unfortunate Commissioner for the time

being-will require not only the assist-
ance of his colleagues, hut that of every
member in this House, and in fact, of
every person in the State to bring about
a satisfactory result.

HoN. F. H. PrEssE: I am glad the
Minister has me to that way of thinking.
If he had given such assistance to the
Government in which I was Commis-
sioner, there would uever have been any
trouble.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The member for the Williams
says if he had an enemy to whom he
wished to do injury' , he would make that
enemy Commissioner of Railways; and
probably that is why he allows us to
remain in office, and has allowed me to
occupy so long the position of Comnmis-
sioner. However, when the Davies in-
quiry is closed, I am prepared to deal
with the Railway Department, and to
report the result of my investigations. I
should like to refer to what the member
for the Murray said in connection with
the ordering of rolling stock from America.
He quoted from the Ironmonger, one of
the leading English trade papers. Now,
as regards thei rolling-stock the hon.
member referred to, the present Govern-
ment have nothing to do with it. The late
Government ordered Baldwin engines
from America, and left us to pay the bill.

MR. GEORGE: I said I did not Care
who had ordered them.

Txx COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The engines referred to as
having been ordered from England, in
which special makes of steel, etc., were
to be included, were also ordered by the
late Government; and all I had to do
with that transaction was to accept the
lowest tenders. I understand the reason
for ordering the Baldwin engines from
America was that they were much cheaper
and could be delivered much sooner. In
ordering from England, the Government
wanted-and rightly so I think-a first-
class article; they were prepared to pa
a first-class price, and they wanted the
best material. I understand the engines
were designed by the Chief Mechanical

IEngineer specially to meet the require-
ments of this State; and there were 45
engines, I think, at a cost of something
like a quarter of a million of money.

MR. WILSON: What? Forty-five
engines to cost a quarter of a million?
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Tns COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Well, X200,000 at all events.
Delivery is to extend over two or three
years; and the object of getting the
cheaper class of American engines at
£2,500 each was to meet the difficulty
that will arise in the meantime; and
since we came into office we have placed
farther orders in America for Baldwin
engines to keep us going until the
English engines are available.

MR. GEORGE: A very expensive way
of doing business, anyhow.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The Baldwin engines we have,
I am informed by the officers of the
department, are giving satisfaction and
doing good work; in fact, were it not for
the Baldwin engines-ordered not by us
but by our predecessors, and I give them
credit-we should not be able to cope
with the traffic.

MRs. HxoutxM: What is their age?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: Their age is only a few months;
but I understand the Chief Mechanical
Engineer has used these engines in New
Zealand, and the life of a Baldwin is 15
years. If we get 15 years' work out of
them at anything like the rate they are
being worked at present, they will give
every satisfaction,

MR. GORoGE: They will require new
boilers in five years.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: As for the trucks on order from
America, they would have been much
cheaper had we allowed all-American
material to be used. But the wheels, the
axles, and the undergear are to be of
English manufacture; and the Consult-
ing Engineer is not to have anything to
do with the purchase of these American
trucks. He may obtain a commission;
but that matter does not come under my
control.

ME. GEORGE: From whom is he to get
his commission?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: These American tracks are to
be delivered in the course of a few
months. The representative of the com-
panly was here in Perth; and he made a
contract with the Engineer-ia-Chief and
the Chief Mechanical Engineer. They
are to be fitted with English undergear.
and the Agent General in London is to
pay only 90 per cent. of the purchase

money: we retain ihe other 10 per cent.
until delivery here, and for some time
after delivery, till we have satisfied our-
selves that they are capable of doing
their work.

MR. GEORGE: Where does the Con-
sulting Engineer get his commission
from ?

Tax COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Whether he has a right to a
commission or not will be fought out by
the Agent General at home. As far as I
am concerned, we do not know the Con-
sulting Engineer in the matter. Coming
to the remarks of the member for the
Williams, he made what seemed to me anl
attempt to substantiate the statements of
the former Colonial Treasurer (Sir John
Forrest) that there was at the end of last
year a credit balance of £12,600. Now,
at the time I criticised that Treasurer's
balance-sheet, and for so doing I got into
hot water, and the right hon. gentleman
dealt with me pretty severely ; for I said
thatbalance-sheet was " cooked," and that
in my opinion, instead of there being a
surplus there really should have been a
deficit of about £38,000. I picked out of
the assets in the balance-sheet items
which I considered were not assets at -all.
And strange to say, the figures read by
me at the time the then Colonial Treasurer
introduced the balance-sheet are borne
out by the subsequent report of the
Auditor General.

How. F. H. Finns: I was not dealing
with the balance brought forward from
last year, but with the balance shown this
year. I said there were items charged in
the expenditure which should not have
been charged.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The honl. member tried to make
it appear that there was a credit balance
at the end of last year.

HoN. F. H. PxxssE: I say there was,
of £12,000 odd.

THE CoLonn.L TREASURER: I say
there was not.

THE: COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: We shall see what the Auditor
General says.

HoN. F. H. PLE~sE: I was dealing
with 1900.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: We had the hon. member's
opinion, and sundry other opinions. We
had my opinion at the time, which
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opinion turned out to be correct ; and
now we have the opinion of the Auditor
General.

How. F. H. Pssn: I did not touch
on the year before last: I touched on this
year. I say there should not have been
such a debit balance, because of certain
improper charges.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The Auditor General says:

The balance standing to credit on the 30th
June, 1900, is stated to be X12,371 12s. 10d.;-
but viewed in the light of the preceding
remarks-

I will quote the preceding remarks if
necessary :
it is manifest that instead of a credit
balance, a debit balance of £82,402 5o. 9d. is
apparent. There is no denying the fact that
the provisions of Audit Act 1891 were not
carried into effect.

HoN. F. H. russ: That is a new
statement for him.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Well, I take it to be a correct
statement.

HoN. F. H. PIEsSE: I do not find
fault with it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The member for the Williams
passed on and charged this Government
with increasing the deficit at the end of
last year by including 53 weeks' railway
salaries in last year's expenditure.

HON. F. H. Pins: Yes; and I still
maintain that.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member says he still
maintains that. I am prepared to admit
that 68 weeks were included in last year's
railway estimates, but that was not our
fault. That was brought about by the
fact that the Treasurer for the previous
year excised one week's salary out of the
previous year's expenditure, and saddled
last year with it.

HON. F. H. PnESSn: That is all right;
that proves my figures.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: See what the Chief Accountant
of Railways says ina connection with this.
The hon. member also says that while we
included all the railway salaries we could
in last year's estimates, he did not think
we had got in all the revenue we could.
We did. As far as railways were con-
cerned, my instructions were to get in all
the revenue we could, and that was done

with the exception of £4,000 in relation
to the Kurrawang Firewood Company.
I did the best I could. My instructions
were, I say, to get in all the revenue we
could. Coming back to the question of
that week's salary last year, I contend,
and any member will agree with me, that
the amount should have been paid. The
Chief Accountant says:

The expenditure for the month of July,
1900 [the first month of the last financial
year] includes X29,056 belonging to the
financial year ended 30 Juno, 1900-

HoN. F. H. PInaSn: That is a
terrible thing.

TnE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS: It is a terrible thing. It is
cooking the accounts, which was repudi-
ated, but turned out to be true:
£29,056 belonging to the financial year
ended 30 June, 1900, which the Treasurer
excised from the schedules of expenditure for
June, 1900, and a similar reduction had to be
madie by the Railway Departrmnt. The
£,29,056 then became a charge for July,
1900-

MEnsus: Carried over?
THE COMMISSIONER

WAYS: Carried over:
OF RAIL-

July, 100, and fell into the transactions of
the financial year ending 30 June, 1901. The
effect of these adjustments was to decrease the
"booked " working expenses by 2 30 per cent.

in 1900, and increase the working expenses by
2 15 per cent, in 1901.
It will be fresh in the mind of the bon.
member that the money was in the hands
of the railway paymaster on the B0th
June to pay the June salaries, and the
late Treasurer showed it as an asset.
We have his then lieutenant-

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: I had nothing to
do with it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Charging- the Government with
altering these figures in order that we
might show a deficit at the end of last
year. We only made an effort to square
the account for the year and to begin with
a clean sheet.

MR. GEoRGEF: He does not want you
to fall into a similar error; that is all.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Then the member for Northam
(Hon. G. Throssell) refers to the expendi-
ture on the troops that went to South
Africa. He says there was an under-
standing that this expenditure was tk. be
spread over two or three years. I would
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like to know whom that understanding
was with. We have never come to such
an understanding. The money was owing
as being a deficit in the book, and we had
to adjust it. Then the hon. member
goes on farther to say that we over-
estimated the railway capital.

HoN. F. H. PIESSE: I did not say you
over-estimated it. I said the statement
made was inaccurate.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The member for the Williams
said we over-estimated the interest on
capital, and. pointed out that a certain
portion of the railway capital account was
not loau money, but money expended out
of revenue.

HoN. F. H. PinEs:E That is right.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS:- The Railway 'Department have
only debited capital account for the
actual amount of money spent. For
instance, for the last loan we only
realised £91 for every.£100. The Railway
Department gives credit for only the
amount expended, and the Treasurer has
to make good the difference. The Trea,-
surer has had to provide for discount,
etc., and they have only debited the
capital account with the amount of money
actually spent, whereas the Treasurer
has to find the full amount. That is what
has been done in the past. It is one of
the wrongs we have righted; but hitherto
the actual amount spent, and not e
actual amount borrowed, has been
debited to railway capital account.

HoN. F. H. PIESSas: You must credit
them with the surplus you had.

Tnn COMMISSIONER OF 'RAIL-
WAYS; The hon. member said he failed
to see that there was any necessity
for increasing the rates. He said they
were high enough. That was the hon;.
member speaking as the leader of the
Opposition. Speaking as the Commis-
sioner of Railwsavs he said that the
railway rates were the lowest of any State.

ME. M. H. Jikcosn: He said that the
other night.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS:_ No.

N11. JACOBr: He said it the other
night.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: lie said that there was no
necessity to increase them; that they
were already high enough.

How. F. H, FirassuE: I said there was
no necessity to increase them, because
there was sufficient income from them to
pay for the working of the railways, if
economically managed.

TiHE COMIMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: He goes on to say that, bad the
Railway Department been provided with
proper workshops, expenditure would
have been saved, and. a better result
brought about. I have always contended
that if we had had those workshops the
working expenses would. have gone up.
and investigation in the department so
far has proved that my contention was
fight; because instead of repairing our
own stock in the past, as we should have
done, we have not done so. We have
simply worn it out and bought new
rolling-stock out of loan money and
charged the amount to capital. I admit
that we should h ave b ad those -workshops,
because the policy of buying rolling-stock
out of loan money mnd using it up to
revenue, and buying more and debiting to
capital account, is 'wrong; but if we had
hadl workshops the working expenses
would have been greater than they were,
instead of less, as the hon. member says.
We ought to have had the workshops,
and we ought to have had proper rolling-
stock. But when the hon. member says
that, if we had had them, a, better result
would have been brought about, he is not
'correct. The expenses would have gone
up. and there -would have been a worse
result on paper, but a better result for
the country. In order just to verify my
statement, I would like to draw the
attention of members to two items
appearing on the Estimates. At No. 897,
page 157, there appears an item, "1Re-
building wagon stock, £228,140." There
are 1,440 wagons, I am told by my officers,
at the present time requiring £40, each to
put them into repair fit for main line
traffic, and to bring them up to the proper
standard. That amounts to.£56,280. I
considered that amount toe much to place
on one year's Estimates, anld that if during
the next year we repaired half of them,
we should do very well. In order that
the House may understand the position
clearly, I placed. upon the Estimates a
sum of £28,140 for rebuilding wagons,
that being really half the amount re-
quired. The next item is replacing
obsolete engines, that is engines bought
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out of loan money and earning revenue
for the service. The engines are of no
use whatever. They are simply scrap
iron. There are nine of them. The
Chief Mechanical Engineer considers
they should be replaced by five new
engines at a cost amounting to £922,900.
which would be equal in power to the
nine old ones. The Chief Mechanical
Engineer recommends it, and I contend
it is the correct thing to do. Hence, the
itemi appears here. I would point out
also, as the Chief Mechanical Engineer
explains, that as the number of our
engin es incereases, so will this vote
int:rease, because it will be necessary, as
ohsolete engines are thrown on the scrap
heap, to -replace them. A considerable
number are not of much -use for anything
else. To show that we have been living
in a fool's paradise with regard to our
railways, and the profit earned by the
railways in the past, I quote these two
items-rebuilding of 1,400 wagons and
the replacing of old engines by five new
engines, the two sums amounting to
£79,180.

HoN. F. H. PnssE: I Cautioned YOU
about that before.

THE COMIWISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: When the bon. member was
dealing with the railway estimates in the
past, hie used to tell us about how many
train miles the trains ran, how mnany
passengers they carried, and that they
were the best-equipped and best-used
railways in the world. They c;arried so
many' passengers, travelled so many miles,
he said. But he never told the country
the plain facts. As Commissioner of
Railways, it is my duty to speak plainly
on this matter, and I will. I court criti-
cism, and ask not only the assistance of
my colleagues, but of every member of
the House, to bring about reform in this
great earning, and spending depart-
ment.

MEMBER: They will not take you
seriousl y, perhaps.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I think the only idea of railway
management by the member for the
Williams seemed to be to carry chaff at
Id. per truck per mile.

HoN. F. H. Pmsss: I ask the hon.
gentleman to prove that. That is the
way to do it--prove it. That is what I
ask him to do.

THEfi COMMISSIONER OF ]RAIL-
WAYS: That system. was brought into
existence on the recommendation of the
hon. member.

Hox. F. H. rIussF - Prove that.
Tm COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: It was known first as the
"zone " system.

HoN. F. H. PiEsEE I ask the hion,
gentleman to prove that.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: It was known as the '-zone"~
system; subsequently, I think, as his
own system. The one idea of railway
administration seemed to be to carry
produce at Id. per truck per mile, and to
screw down the wages of the worker to
make both ends meet. But my idea is
to charge a fair rate, and to give a fair
day's pay to every man we employ.

HoN. F. H. Pzrissu:- I got no benefit
out of it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS:- The hon. member got no benefit
out of the freight. I asked a question of
the hon. member the other day, if a
penny per truck per mile for chaff would
pay, and the hon. member answered me
in this fashion: "It all depends on the
distance you have to carry it." That
reminds me of the old woman who sold
ginger-beer at a penny a bottle, at a loss,
and when questioned on the matter said,
it was not the profit she made on a
bottle, but the quantity she sold. I
aske-d the member for the Williams-he
told us he could do as much in five weeks
as we could do in five months, and we
know what the hion. member did in five
years, therefore we can, estimate what he
would do in five months-for informa-
tion, as I was the new Commissioner, I
inquired whether a penny per truck per
mile for chaff would pay. And the
answer was that " it depends on the dis-
tance you have to haul."

HoN. F. H. PiEssE: That is a " cattley"
sort of argument.

Tnai COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The member for the Williams
in dealing with the railway estimates
stated that the estimated expenditure was
77 per cent. of the earnings, and that the
amount should be cut down to 68 per
cent. I made a distinct effort to have
the railway estimates cut down. I urged
the late General Manager, and at the
present time I am urging the Acting
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General Manager and the whole of the
officers who control the department, to
cut down the estimates. In my opinion
extravagance exists, is going on, and I
want a report from all of the officers as to
how they can bring about a better state
of affairs. It is not for the Commissioner
to go to the officers and obtain this in-
formation himself: it is for the officers to
say how a better state of things can be
brought about. It is for the Com-
missioner to place his views before the
responsible officers as clearly as he can,
and ask them to bring about some better
condition, and if they cannot do it to
make provision for other officers to fill
their places. We are charged with not
cutting down the estimates from 77 per
cent, to 68 per cent. We should have
done so if we had followed the policy of
our predecessors. It was the custom for
the officers in the past to present their
estimates to the Colonial Treasurer, and
the Treasurer took upon himself, without
consulting the officers, to cut down the
departmental estimates and bring about
a balance which was presentable to the
House. I say in the interests of the
General Manager that that was done last
year. Although the Railway Depart-
ment put their estimates forward, the
Colonial Treasurer of the day adjusted
the figures end reduced the items in order
to present a balance that the House would
appreciate. That is what we are asked
to do, and that is what the hion. member
suggests we should have done-to cut
down the estimate from 77 per cent. to
68 per cent.

HoN. F. H1. Pinssx: I did not suggest
anything of the kind.

THE COMMISSTONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I contend the proper policy is
to accept the figures of the officers
administering the department; and when
Parliament votes the money on these
figures, it is for us ats Ministers to bring
about a better result, and come to the
House later on and say we have done so
and so. We have nothing to do but
accept the figures of the administering
officers, and do what we can to bring
about a state of affairs that is satisfactory,
and which we can accept. The railway
estimates are not the estimates of the
Minister; they are the estimates of the
officers administering the department,
with this proviso, that in order to meet

the expenditure in connection with the
railways we have decided that there is to
be a readjustment of freights in order to
meet that expenditure, and I may tell the
member for the Williams that the zone
system and the penny per truck per mile
for chaff, I am afraid, will have to be
slightly altered.

HfoNj. F. IT. PIESSE :The hion. member
should not make a statement unless he
can prove it. He has not proved that a,
penny per truck per mile was charged for
chaff, and he cannot prove it.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I can.

HON. F. H. PIuSSE: Prove it: I want
the hon. member to do so. I challenge
him.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: r will come down with the rate-
book and prove it to the hon. member if
it is possible to prove anything to him.
I am afraid ITam somewhat annoying the
lion, member, but bear in mind he
administered the department for years.

MEMBER: It is your duty to annoy
him if you can.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member for thle
Williams administered the department
for a few years, while I have only adminis-
tered it for a few weeks.

MR. GEORGE: You have made a mess
of it, anyh vow.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hon. member, I hope, will
not draw me into making a statement as
to what we have done. I am prepared to
make that at the proper time.

MR. GEORGE: You are drawn long
enough as it is.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL,-
WAYS: I give credit to the member for
the Williams for confessing the truth.
The best railway results were in the year
1896, when he took office, and there has
been a gradual increase ever since.

MR. GEORGE: That was when the
Premier struck out the previous Minister
in his night-shirt.

THE: COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I will give the bon. member the
page in Hansard where his statement is
recorded: it is page 1412 of 1900. The
hion. member said " the best results were
in 1896 when I took office," and there has
been an increase in the working expenses,
and a decrease in the profits ever since.
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I cannot get the figures given by the
member for the Williams at that time to
agree with the records of the department.
As far as I am concerned I mar take
the departmental figures as correct, and
the records show that in 1896 for every
£9100 the Railway Department earned
they spent £883 to earn it. That was -
when the hon. member for the Williams
took7 office. In 189 7-8, a year afterwards,
for every £100 earned it took £77 to earn
it.

MRt. GEORGE: The Government reduced
the rates to the goldfields.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Oh, no. In 1898-9 for every
£100 earned £70 was spent to earn it.
The bon. member took credit for that.
In perusing Hausard I find a statement
by the hon. member that during that
period the rates were increased to an
average of 14 per cent., so that instead of
effecting a saving of 7 per cent. there
was a loss of 7 per cent., because we had
adjusted our rate to earn tinder the new
rate £114, although it would only earn
£100 under the old rate, and instead of
effecting a. saving of 7 per cent., really
there was a loss, according to the
additional increase, of 14 per cent., which
made the net increase 7 per cent. We
find right through the piece the statement
of the bon, member, and it is an honest
statement, and I give him credit foir it,
that he made the best results in 1896,
when he took office.

MR. GEORGE: Well then, an apology is
due to Mr. Venn.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: At the same time the member
for the Williams claiamed that the Govern-
ment were spending money improving the
railway service, bringing the service up to
date, laying the line with heavier rails,
putting better trucks and engines into the
traffic, end all this kind of thing to bring
about -a better result, which he claimed
was the best way of improving the
condition of the lines and the rolling-
stock. But unhappily for the country
the better results were never obtained.
The boa. member concluded his remiarks
the other night by saying that the
action of the Government in connection
with the strike was deplorable. How
the hon. member could arrive at
that conclusion I fail to understand.
The action as far as I understand

was this-and I was supported. by my
colleagues in each and every particular,
also by a large majority of members-the
men left their work at practically a, few
hours' notice, and we insisted from the
commencement of the strike to the finish
that we would not shift an inch from the
position which we had taken up. The
men returned to work, were replaced in
the positions they left, and when they
returned negotiations wetce opened up by
the Mayors of Fremantle and Perth as a
board to decide upon the dispute. The-
member for the Williams referred to tht
Mayor of Fremantle in a manner which
was not becoming: he said in this House
that the Mayor of Fremantle stated at a
public meeting in Fremantle, long before
the matter in dispute was referred to
him, that the men were entitled to an
increase of pay. I understand that the
Mayor of Fremantle has written a letter
to the member for the Williams asking
him to withdraw the statement, and Mr.
Alexander has stated to ue that he never
made such a statement at a, public meet-
ing; yet the hon. member tomes to the
House and says the Government of the
day were shielding themselves behind the
back of Mr. Alexander.

HoN. F. H, PrEssE: I think the
hon. member should wait until the matter
comes before the House, before he makes
Such a Statement.

TEE, COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS : The hon. member made the
statement.

HoN. F. H. Prsss- I will substan-
tiate it as far as I am concerned. This
matter has been referred to by the hon.
member, but he should not have spoken
about it until a reply has been made to
the statement.

TyrE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS : These are only my preliminary
remarks, as it were, a few statements
dragged out of mueat this stagre ,but at
the right time I shall go fully into the
matter and let the country know, as they
are entitled to know, what I consider the
true position of affairs. I should like at
this stage to offer a word of advice to
my friends opposite. We are here to
administer the departments for the time
being, and to govern the affairs of the
country. We do not wish to sit here:
we have no desire to carry on.

Mu%. F. CoNNoR: " Chuck " it, then.
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THE COMMISSIONER 01F RAIL-
WAYS: I am not going to " chuck " it
up. We are here, and we are going to
sAny here until the members opposite
have courage enough to move a no-
confidence motion. It is no use their
descending to the tactics of blocking
the business of Parliament.

MR. GEORGE: You are out of order.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: I do not think I am out of
order. We are on the Estimates, and
it is no use tbe members opposite block-
ing administration, adjourning debates
and the discussions on Bills, and refusing
to allow us to go on with the adminis-
tration as we should do.

MR. GEORGE: You are strong enough
to stop that.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: We are strong enough to stop
here until members opposite have the
courage to move the much-threatened
no-confidence vote. It is no use for hon.
members opposite to think that by
descending to these tactics they will force
us to resign. We axe not going to
resign. We are satisfied that we have
the country at our back; and we mean
to stay here until this much-talked-of
no-confidence comes to the rescue.

MR. GEORGE: You anticipate defeat?
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are

not going to anticipate anything.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: We do not anticipate defeat.
MR. GEORGE: You say you are going

to stop there only until the no-confidence
motion comes.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: I have not wasted much of the
time of the House this session. Unfor-
tunately I have been absent on many
occasions when I should have liked to be
here, though I do not think, judgring
from a perusal of Hansard, that miuchi
has been lost by my absence. [Orrosi-
TIOB MEMBERS: Hear, hear.] Not
much has been done- [OPPOSITION MEN~-
BEES: Hear, hear] -by the hon. members
who have had so much to say, and are
prepared to do so little.

MR. GEORGE: According to your own
account we have done you, anyhow.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Before concluding, I should
like to say a few words on certain

remarks by the member forNortham (Hon.
G. Throssell). He stated that it was
the custom of the Railway Department
to send a clerk out of the office to report
on what was required in the way of
facilities for the districts. That may
have been the custom in the past, but
it is not the cust(Im now. I have
introduced a system, and I am pre-
pared to follow it out. It is as
follows. The officers of the depart-
ment are instructed to furnish me with
a list of absolute requirements through-
out the length and breadtb of the service;
and then I arrive at a conclusion on those
requirements, and on the expenditure to
be made in satisfying them, not on a
report by a clerk in the office, but on the
traffic done on the line, and the quantity
of merchandise delivered at and trains-
mitted from the Stations in question.
The policy of "spoils to the victors"
which has characterised the past, the
policy of pulling a railway station away
from a certain place because a member
happened to be sitting opposite the Gov-
ernment of the day, is a policy which I do
not intend to pursue. My policy will be
to afford facilities according to the traffic
of the lines, and according to the quantity
of goods shipped to and from various
places along the line. On the basis of
those considerations, facilities will be
provided. The member for Northam also
referred to the necessity for providing
greater facilities at Fremantle, and urged
the Government to take farther steps in
this direction, because complaints had
come into the Agent General's office as to
delays at the port. I can inform the
House that there are now practically no
delays at Fremantle. What with the
rolling-stock coming forward, and the
large transit sheds available almost any
day now, we do not anticipate any farther
delays; and I have told the Premier that
he can safely communicate with the
Agent General advising him that farther
delays at the port of Fremantle are very
unlikely. I have no more to say at this
stage; but I am prepared to give the
fullest information on the railway esti-
mates when they come up for consider-
ation. I call for inquiry, and I ask for
the assistance of members not only on
this side, but also on the Opposition side
of the House, in bringing about a better
result from the working of the greatest
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spending and earning department of the
State.

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna) : The lion.
member (Commissioner of Railways) has
delivered probably one of the most useful
speeches yet heard during the debate. I
know it will he of great use to me when
we come todeal with the railway estimnates.
At present I desire to sp~eak generally on a
few matters connected with the Budget.
The discussion, on the whole, has appeared
to rue extremely vague. The principal
reason for that feature is, no doubt, that
we have in this Budget no new taxation.
The Treasurer calculates the amount
which the taxation of our State will yield.
During the whole course of the debate
one thing was emphasised by every
speaker, or rather by every, speaker ex-
cept the member for Northam; and it is,
that we have already reached the limit of
taxation which the people can bear, and
that we cannot safely impose any farther
taxation. Hon. members, one and all,
seemed to look on the taxation we have
to bear as almost alarming; and every one
of them joined in expressing a fear that
the time will come very soon when we
shall need to cnt down our expenditure
very largely. So far as I and many
others are concerned, we do not think the
State has already reached the limits of
its taxing power;: although it is correct
that we cannot go any farther on link-a of
indirect taxation. It seems to me that
it has been the custom of the Govern-
meat and of Parliament to consider that
in this young and rapidly developing
country we require a very large revenue.
If farther public expenditure is required,
it will have to be raised by the adoption
of new methods of taxation, which will
have to be direct. One other thing I
noticed particularly was that the sliding
scale has not one solid supporter in the
whole House. Every member who has
spoken about it seems to have repudiated
it. All members join in declaring that
they are not responsilble for it. Probably
the only people who do not speak very
disrespectf ully about it are those who are
known as federalists. Candidly, I am
very glad to observe the state of feeling,
as I think it quite certain that before
very long even those friends who have
apologised for the sliding scale will wel-
come the approach of the time when we
can dispense with it altogether. The

member for the Murchison (Mr. Nanson)
to-day asked the Treasurer to obtain for
the House from the Government Actuary
figures estimating as nearly as possible the
amount of money which we may expect
to receive on account of each item in the
sliding scale. On a motion of mine the
House asked for that information last
week; andl beievethe Colonial Treasurer
will, in the course of a, day or two, be in
a position to lay the information on the
table. The hon. member, and also others
who have spoken in the same strain, will
then have an opportunity of discussing
the matter and of considering what items,
if any, in this scale, can be reduced.
One or two members have expressed
doubt as to the possibility of the sliding
scale being reduced at all, because the
Colonial Treasurer cannot afford to lose
any money. I agree with the views of
the member for the Williams (Hon. F. H.
Piesse), and I hold firmly to the belief
that the income of the Colonial Treasuirer
this year will be a good bit above his
estimate. Of coure, I do not know for
certain whether the present Federal Tariff
will be imposed. My own impression is
that it will be agreed to in a modified form;
but, all the same, we may feel quite certain
that very many articles which have been
brought in free, or subject only to a,
nominal duty, will during this year
pay, a high duty. The West Australian
Treasurer will have three-fourths of that
money; *and from that source alone I
anticipate an increase in revenue. I only
wish that the suggestion of the mem-
ber for Northam (Hon. G. Throssell)
could be carried out, and that the extra
revenue could be put into a separate fuand
to be devoted to new public works. ITam
afraid that is too much to hope; but if
the Treasurer propose to move in the
direction indicated, hie will be strongly
supported in this House. There is one
other thing on which most members who
have spoken are agreed, and that is the
absolute necessity of a re-classification of
the civil service. I wish to join with
those hon. members who prophesy some-

*thing in the shape of disaster,' unless
reorganisation be carried out. In agreat
many countries, especially in other Aus-
tralian States and in New Zealand, a
time was reached when the civil service

*was overgrown; and in every instance a
large number of civil servants had to be
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dismissed. I feel quite certain that it
will be the slame here, unless we find ways
and means, if not to reduce the numbers
of the staff, at any rate to see that no
new civil service appointments are made.
In tis connection I wish to express my
great regret that the Government did
not put before the House an amendment
of the present Pensions Act. Many of
us wish to see as much work, as possible
done by the State; but, at the smne time,
I believe that the work can be done advan-
tageously by the State only if those who
work for the State work particularly well.
Unless we have an amendment of the
present Pensions Act, and also of the
present Civil Service Act, it is to my
mind impossible for any Government to
carry out works in the waky we desire. It
has been mentioned, and many hon.
members have marvelled at the circum-
stance, that we have in this country such
a large taxation per head. I cannot
altogether account for that; but perhaps
it is to be partly accounted for by the
fact that in this country, probably'more
than in any other country of the civilised
world, taxation is almost entirely in the
bands of the central Government. Local
bodies in this State raise almost no
taxation. I think that when we have
ultimately got to the limit of our taxation,
our expenditure may be very largely
diminished by giving increased powers o f
taxation to local bodies. So we shall
relieve the general expenditure of the
Budget; and thus alone shall we secure
the economy which is so very desirable.
I have nothing farther to say at this
hour of the night, except that I hope
when we proceed with the discussion of
the different items of the Budget, bon.
members will do their very utmost to
see that every item of unnecessary
expenditure is limited, if not altogether
excised.

MR. HOPKINS (Boulder): Before
dealing directly with the Estimates placed
before us, I wish to make a few re-
marks on certain observations which
fell from the member for Northam (Hon.
G. Throssell), who predicted that this
Government will have the largest revenue
on record. With good and clean govern-
ment, I have no doubt but the prediction
may be verified. In addition, however,
to saying that the Government are going
to have the largest revenue on record, the

hon. member might also have told the
House that his Government left the
present Government a legac 'y in the shape
of a, deficit of £74,000; and lbe might
farther have added that the present
Government were left to face £200,000
worth of works autho-ised by tbe previous
Government. ConsequentlyX£200,000 has
to be deducted from the revenue for the
purpose of completing works initiated
by the former Government. The hon.
member might have, in addition, pointed
out that we have just had two Excess
Bills totalling over £490,000, nearly
hall-a-million sterling. Hie might have
told us how those Excess Bills origi-
nated, giving the instance of the Train-
ing College at Claremont, where the
Public Works Department estimated
the cost at £18,000; but under the
system of Government then obtaining,
without making ainy alterations in the
plans and specifications, we find a line
drawn through that amount, and £26,000
put underneath, the work proceeded with,
and we wind up at the end of the year
with a deficit of Z12,000. That is one
system of government which is not to be
continued by the present Ministry.

MR. GEORGE: I have been growling at
it for six years.

Mn. HOPKINS: It is a great pity
that before the Forrest Government
undertook to erect a school to cost
£18,000, they did not apply to Victoria
and ask what had been the experience of
that country in regard to its Training
College. Do we not know that in 1896
the Victorian Education Department,
with a far greater population than we
have in Western Australia, closed down
their Training College aud banded it over
to a local institution, to be run as a
secondary school ? And yet this country
is penalised to the extent of £18,000 to
build a similar institution, to go in the
same way! The member for Northain
asked, why have we not £10,000 on the
Estimates for a. School of Mines ? Why
did he not say that his Government had
£2,000 on the Estimates for a School of
Mines; and what did they spend?
Twenty pounds. And then he has the
conscience to impugn the integrity of this
Government for having put only £2,000
on the Estimates.

MR. Gsoxos: He scarcely went so far
as that.

[ASSEMBLY] Debate on Rnance.
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MR. HOPKINS: As far as I can see,
what lie said auiounted to that-no more
and no less. Of course, when the member
for Northamn had £92,500 to spend for a
School of Miues in the interests of the
g&reat wining industry of Western Auis-
tralia, he did not spend it on a School of
Mines, but he spent it all the same,
probably on the constituency of Northain
or in some of the other agricultural
districts.

MR. GEoRGE: That is not fair.
Ma. HOPKINS: Or probably for the

purpose of paying off the deficit caused
by carrying chaff from Northam and
Katanning at a penny per truck per mile.
We notice in these Estimates an amount
of some £350 for the p~ublicatiou of some
work entitled 11Fremantle, the Golden
Gate of Western Australia." That is a
beautiful little book produced by Mr. A.
J. Diamond, M.L.A. The papers have
been laid on the table; and what do they
disclose ? In the course of various
remarks we find the Under Secretary to
the Premier says in one part of the file:

If we were disposed to purchase this work,
the question of a vote would arise. Could this.
not be made a charge against the Harbour
VoteP
That is dated 9/3/1900: " Could this
not be made a. charge against the
Harbour Vote"! I wonder how many
more things of that sort have been going
about, for the benefit of independent
members of Parliatuent 111cc the member
for South Fremantle. We find Sir John
Forrest appends a, little note here,
where he says to the Director of Public
Works:

What is your opinion of this proposalP Ask
Mr. O'Connor also.
Ile farther says:

I think £500) a lot of money, and that it
is questionable if Parliamentary approval
would easily be obtained.
No doubt. Then we find amongst these
documents a, production in the hand-
writing of Mr. Throssell:

Diamond deserves well of the Government,
else the price be asks is very high. We could
get a suitable work written and printed in
almost any number, for less. Matter has been
banging fire so long that finality is necessary.
Why not reply, while all matters connected
with the colony are left to Ven", the Govern-
ment are willing to encourage Mr. D~ianmond's
patriotic efforts, and will decide to what extent
when the work bas been submitted, or the
prospectus. of it. To be effective, it should be

very effectively mounted and illustrated. The
land and general advantages offered by the
colony should be well set forth.

And a little farther on Mr. Throssell
recommends that a very eminent writer
-presumably a great journalist, named
Mr. Dreyer, of Northamn--

Mn. QUINLAN : Did that happen since
Mr. Diamond became a memberP

MR.. HOPKINS: Just wait a moment.
I will deal with you after I have done
with Mr. Diamond. Mr. Throssell
recommended that Mr. Dreyer, of Nor-
tham, sho uld be engaged f or a f ee of £1 0
to revise this beautiful production. Now
that is a glorious instance of what we
have received from a system of Govern-
ment with which Western Australia has
been favoured. in the past!

Tnx COLozr& TREASURER: Anid the
present Government have to pay the bill.

Un. HOPKINS: The present Govern-
ment have the fun of paying the score.
We know that the member of South
Fremantle (Mr. Diamond) stood as an
independent candidate. We -find the
book bears the imprint of being f urnished
by Mr. Diamond, M.L.A. for South Fre-
mnantle. It is printed in London. I
wonder he did not send it to Japan,
while he was about it. He is one of the
members who was acting the part of a
would-be Labour member, not very long
since; and that is the method he adopted
when. he got £350 of the funds of this
country to play with. The title we
find to be the result of a recommen-
dation of a Mr. F.: D. North. I
wonder who he is. Mr. North is the
gentleman who recommended that the
cost of the book be charged to the
Harbour Vote. The Harbour Vote ought
to be worth looking into a little later.
Wt. then find Mr. Diamond becomes an
independent candidate for Parliament,
and he is mentioned in these papers as a
gentleman who deserved well of the old
Government. And what is his part when
he is in as an inidependent? The old Min-
istry go out and give place to the new;
and Mr. Diamond takes his place in
direct opposition to the new order of
things. That shows the extent of Mr.
Diamond's independence. Mr. Throssell's
references to federation I will leave to be
dealt with a little later. When the
country some time ago asked the Gov-
ernment with which the member for

Annual Estimates.
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Northam. was associated for a redis-
tribution of seats, what did the CGov-
erment do? Gave the people increased.
representation; increased the member-
ship of this House from 44 to 50.
Twelve months ago the hon. member dlid
that: to-day he stands before the House
and says-and he say s it sincerely, accord-
ing to his own statement-that it is
time we reduced the number. Wellpo
bably it is a good thing to do exactly the
opposite of anything that the Govern-
ment with which Mr. Throssell was
associated ever did. The preferential
railway rates which have been referred to,
and which have been supported by the
member for the Williams, I will take the
opportunity of dealing with; and I state
on behalf of the goldfields people that
they have no desire to have chaff sent f ron
Katanning to the fields at Id. per truck
per mile, if the result be a loss on the
working of the railways. They have no
desire to have any goods sent them at
other than payable rates.

HON. F. H. Pizsan: I rise to a point
of order. This Id. per truck per mile I
entirely repudiate. I say it is not in the
rate-book, and I have challenged the
Commissioner to prove it. It is not in
the rate-book, and it is a. mistake.

Mn. HOPKINS: The statement has
been made in this House by the Commiis-
sioner of Railways; and if it devolves on
any person to withdraw that statement, it
devolves upon the Commissioner.

Ma. GEORGE: The Commissioner has
been challenged.

Ma. HOPKINS: The Commissioner
has undertaken to produce the proof, and
if he does not produce it, it will devolve
upon me to withdraw my remarks.

Ma. GEoRGE: Save jyour remarks until
he does.

Ma. HOPKINS: The people of the
goldfields have the privilege of paying
.0M -for a truck of soft-wood to go from
here to the goldfields, while the rate for
jarrah is £5. Now either one of the
rates is uupayable or the other is extor-
tionate. For imported butter we find
there is one rate, and a special rate for
the local butter; for imported ham you
find there is one rate, and a special rate
for the local ham.

Ma. GEORGE: It is the same in New
Zealand,

HONq. F. H. PrimsE:m That is done in
every colony.

MR. JAC0oEY:' Every where in A ustralia.
Ma. HOPKINS: Then as the member

for the Williams proceeds, he says that
Mr. Alexander, the Mayor of Fremantle,
went so far as to make a statement at
a, public meeting that the men who stIruck
for an extra shilling a day were entitled
to it. Now I undertake to say that 95
per cent. of the entire community were of
that opinion, and the other 5 per cent.
were either maembers of the late Govern-
.ment or were residing at Whitby Falls.

Ma. JACos3Y Your Government blocked
the proposal.

Ma. HOPKINS: I must say that the
Colonial Treasurer has my sympathy in
bringing forward his first Budget. There
is not the slightest doubt that hon. mem-
bers are apt to compare the present
Treasurer with the gentleman who was
in that position for 10 years previously,
and who was able to bring down Financial
Statements year in and year out for, 10
years past; and I have not the slightest
doubt that -if the present Treasurer
remains in office for 10 years-and it
seems to be the desire of the Opposition
that he should do so-he will be able to
make his Budget speeches with the same
amount of gusto as charactered the per-
form ances of Sir John Forrest.

Ma%. Gsonea: No; he lacks the neces-
sary physique.

Mn. HOPKINS: There is just one
point I am at a loss to understand; that
is, why the Treasurer brought down his
Budget before the Federal Tariff was
made known; becauce I cannot but believe
the Federal Tariff -must have a consider-
able influence upon the amount of revenue
that will be received b~y the State Trea-
surer; and I am sure the people of
Western Australia are not at present in a
position to pay any increased taxation.
It appears to me it would almost be
necessary to have a supplementary Budget
for the purpose of showing us how much
revenue is to be derived, and what it is
the intention of the Government to do
with that Tevenue. I may certainly ask
for what purpose the Barton Government
has seen fit to introduce such a tariff as
that which has recently been prom ul-
gated. Of course that tariff does not
yet bear the stamp of the support of
both Houses of the Federal Parlia-
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ment. It has yet to run the gauntlet;
and 1 have not the slightest doubt that
it will experience many modifications: at
least, if it do not, I am sure there is no
sane person who will not admit that it is
inimical to the best interests of Western
Australia. That tariff, if it be adopted,
will be a very heavy tax upon the indus-
tries of this State. That is admitted hr
every hon. member and by the whole
community; and therefore we must
acknowledge that it is against the
interests of the whole State of Western
Australia, and that the federal repre-
sentative who supports that tariff is
directing his energy against the interests
of the State which sent him to the
Federal Parliament. And I say that
now, when the interests of Western Aus-
tralia are at stake, it devolves upon Sir
John Forrest, the great former Premier
of this House, to resign the position he
occupies, to surrender his portfolio, and
to join forces with the Opposition for the
purpose of conserving the rights of the
State which placed him in the honourable
position he now occupies.

MR. GEORGE:. He does not want any
advice.

MR. HOPKINS: Probably he does
not. There is just one thing the people
of this country-more particularly those
in the coastal districts-are at present
enjoying; one of those sweet. privileges
which in the past were entirely limited to
the people of the goldfields. Ina-smuch
as in the past it was our lot to have
representatives in the local Parliament to
voice views which were entirely in oppo-
sition to our wants, now it is the lot of
the coastal people to have a representative
in the Federal Parliament who is promnul-
gating and defending the tariff which is
in direct opposition to the interests of the
people who sent him there.

Mn. GF~EORE: He will take care of
himself and of the country too.

Mn. HOPKINS: Now the Federni
Tariff is not the fault of federation. The
Federal Tariff is not to be attributed to
the federalists of Western Australia.
That tariff is the result of Mr. Barton's
having been sent for, and of his having
been able to form a Government strong
enough to hold the reins of power up to
the present time. The 'Barton Govern-
inent is a Government which has, from
its inception, and throughout the whole

1of its career, done most to farther that
policy which has in this State been
farthered and promulgated by such
political economists uas the membher for
Thod ray (Mr-. Quinlan), the member for
the Williams (Ron. F. H. Piesse), and
the member for the Murchison (Mr.

INauson). Those gentlemen stand in
thuis House- to-night to advocate the
abolition of the very protective duties of
which they had always been. the cham-
pions.

HON. F. H. PlE881E: I have not advo-
cated their abolitiona. I never said
anything about it.

MR. HOPKINS: If Mr. George Reid.
had been seat for by the Governor
General, and he had formed a Govern-
ment, it would undoubtedly have been a
Government with a policy based upon a
revenue tariff. What did the federalists
of the eastern goldflelds do ? They did
not send in representatives unchallenged
to the Federal Parliament; but every
man who was a candidate had opposition,
and that opposition resulted in a mnodifi-
cation at least of the views of the patty
standing on either side. What did they
do? Every representative they returned
was a reven~ue -tariflist or free-trader.
They did their duty, and it came to the
people of the coast to fall into line and do
like wise. Will any peron say that in
the Federation of Australia, Western
Australia with its raw materials-gold,
wool, beef, mutton, and pearls-should
be anything but free-tradeP The result
of the protective tariff which has been
championed is not in the interests of this
State. but in the interests of the people
on the Eastern side.

Mn.. JACONv: What about tbe Budget P
Ma. HOPKINS: We will conic to the

Budget. The Federal Treasurer has
intimated that he expects ant increase in
his revenue of £338,966 8s. 9d. That is
rather a considerable amount. I hope it
will be realised, because, if so, it 'will show
that this State is still maintaining the
wave of prosperity which is at the present
moment going over it. By reference to
folio 17 of the Estimates we find £20,000
set down for expenditure for the Royal
Mint, and turning to the anticipated
revenue we find that only £15,000 if;
expected, or, in other words, that we are
going to have a, loss in the working of
His Majesty's Mint of £95,000 for the
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yer fthat be so, I think it is time
tis arlihament brought its influence to
bear on the Federal Government to secure
for Australia the right to mnint its own
silver and copper, the absence of which
right at present is a. blot. If we are to
be saddled with £5,000 a year, we should
have the privile-ge of minting silver and
copper required for currency within the
limits of Australia, We find also thae
item of £21,000 for a subsidy to the High
School, Perth. I am sorry I cannot give
my support to that. I am against sub-
sidising schools under any circumstances.
What I say is that if we can afford to
give £1,000 over and above that the
school must be self-supporting, and the
sooner the Government take possession of
that school and run it on broad prin-
ciples, the better it will be for the State.
Now, when a working man has a son
exceedingly brilliant, he may be unable to
send him to one of the preparatory schools
in the Eastern States, to pass mnatricu-
lation and examination. If we had ai
secondary school we should be enabled to
give to the brightest children a good
education, at the expense of the country
certainly, but we would gain by being
able to place the humblest in the path of
the highest intellectual attainments.
There is one item I notice on this folio to
which I must draw attention, and that is
"1The Judges' Pensions Act, 60 Vict., No.
24: Sir A. C. Onslow, £708 6s. 8d." I
think the time has gone by, certainly gone
by for this State, for paying a. pension of
£708 69. 8d. to any man who has drawn a
magnificent salary during the period of
his service, whilst other people who have
worked just as hard in the interests of
the State are forced to go without a
paltry 10s. a week. I notice on folio 19
an item down for the Parliamentary
Librarian, £50. I mention this because
I think it would be preferable if an item
of that sort could have opposite it the
name of the person who draws that £50.
What 1 mean to say is, that if the gentle-
man drawing that salary be at the present
time in receipt of a, good screw, it may be
in the interests of the library to pay it to
somebody else who is receiving a small
salary and may find it difficult to make
both ends meet; or the sum may be in-
creased slightly and we may have a
librarian who would be there whenever
wanted. I notice on folio 25 an item

I of £160 for coroner. I presume it is for
the coroner of the Perth and Frenmautle
Districts. This gentleman evidently draws
that salary in addition to some other good
screw.

Tng MrISTER nont Miinus: Five lilit-
died pounds as president of the Central
Board of Health.

MR, HOPKINS: He draws £600 as
president of the Central Board of Health
and he gets £150 extra. If that gentle-
man's services were secured in the first
instance at £500, and he has timne to
conduct these inquiries, he is not entitled

i to £2150 more. If be is not comipelled to
Iwork longer hours than he agreed to work
in the first inistance, there is no reason
why he should be paid that amiount.
Another objection is this: why should we
have a coroner for Perth and e~mantle,
when the inqunests throughout the width

an readth of this great State, even in
1big populous centres, are entrusted to
justices of the peace?

MR. Quxx LAN:. They do not like. it.
MR. HOPKINS: that is trite; but

they have to do it. You will see we have
a, large number of doctors known as
Government medical officers, and I say
these gentlemen for the salaries they
receive should be able to conduct all in-
quests that take place within the districts
of which they are resident medical officers.
On folio 25 also there is reference mnade
to the salaries of clerks of courts. I
must dra-w the attention of the Committee
to this. We find that the Boulder Clerk
of Courts, living almost in the tropics,
you may say, living in a place where it is
not comfortable to reside, and maintaining
a wife and family, receives £179 a year;
whilst in BroadArrow, with apopulation of
abent 100 people, I supposle (whereas the
population of Boulder is some 17,000),
the man receives £225. The man in
Kalgoorlie gets £250, the one in Cool-
gardie £250, and the man in One,
with no ppuation compared to that of
Boulder, receives £230. Then we findIthat the officer at Geraldton, which has
no more than half the population of the
district of Boulder, receives £300 and
has an assistant at £2200, these two items
making a total of £500. It is a crying
shame, and I would be blind to my
duties as representative of Boulder, if
I allowed a thing of this sort to go
through without drawing the attention
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of the Committee to it. I say that in the,
interests of humanity greater considera-
tion should be shown. The member for
Northam (Hon. G-. Throssell) spoke
about an increase in the municipal
subsidy from 10s. in the X to 15s.
iii the . The subsidy only totals
£P55,000, and in return for thiat the
people are expending k68S,750. The
people of Western Australia are spend-
ing of their own property £68,750 in
order that the Government may spend
£55,000. Over the leaf we find the
Government spending £250,000 upon one
huge account, that of roads and bridges,
whilst the squatter for whose special
benefit this is to he paid does not pay one
stiver into the Treasury. That is not
putting thing-s on a fair basis, and that
is the reason I draw attention to it.

MR. HIGHEAM: The Government's
money comes out of the people's pockets.

Mnt. HOPKINS: That is right, and
we want it to be distributed for the
welfare of the whole of the people of
Western Australia. We do not want it
to be distributed for the welfare of a few
people. Here is an item to which I am
going to take exception, and a matter
which I know will be received even by
the Government with some degree of
grace, as it is following out their own
policy, that there will he no luxuries.
I find an item of £P3,000 for the Perth
Park. I think the Perth Park ought to
be handed over to the City of Perth, and
the municipality should contrihute a
certain amount of money for putting the
park in order. Then the Government
might subsidise it, and that would be a
fairer way. If the Perth Park is entitled
to £3,000, every other park is entitled
to a. ro i-at consideration. There is
another item on folio 77 with regard to
"observers." These people, I suppose,

take note of the amount of rain which
falls or the heat which is registered.
There are 38 of them, and they all draw a
salary of £21 per month. With a, proper
system of economy we could wipe out
that amount, for we could find Govern-
meat officers in towns who have not
enough to occupy their time, who could
send in this information without the
present enormous cost to the country.
On folio, 137 we find the introduction of a
new department. It seems that because
a few rabbits have strayed across the

border into Western Australia, we have a
Rabbit Department. The secretary is to
be paid £2300 a year, a clerk £1 50, an
inspector £350, five inspectors at £9250
each; total £1,280; also fencing £210,000,
incidental £150, travelling expenses £150,
postages £10, stationery, typewriters, etc.
£40, making a total of £12,400; and
all beca use half a6 dozen innocent' rabbits
happened to be found in the district of
Coolgardie. That is the beginning of the
fence which it is intended should be put
across the continent-a6 fence which will
be of no use when it is there. That is
the great fault that I have to find in
collection with departments in Western
Australia ; and it is never brought
home to hion. members what the ulti-
mate result will b-' when we under-
take the authorisation of starting a,
work of this description. I have men-
tioned some figures already, and I have
studied the matter, and I say it will cost
nothing less than £100,000 to build a.
fence to keep the rabbits out; and when
the fence is built, how long will it be
thereP What is the life of any fence P
Fifteen years, probably; and when the
fence has to go through salt lakes, per-
haps not so long. This is making no
allowance for sand-drift and bush fires
and the great cost of upkeep. Men will
have to be employed as boundary riders,
to ride lip and down the fence to see that
no trees have fallen across it or that nio
rabbits have gone through. There is
another item I must refer to, the gold-
fields allowance to wardens. On folio
175 we find the wardens are paid a
goldfields allowance of £150 each. A
policeman stationed in the tropics receives
£30, and if he be stationed on the Eastern
goldfields he receives.£20. ftthe wardens
received a proper "1screw " in the first
place and no additions we would be able
to find out what they get. This has been
tho system in -vogue, and the Government
have not been able to introduce the neces-
sary reform, because they have not been
able to operate the Public Service Act in
the way necessary. But that is no reason
why members should not draw attention
to these matters. If a warden got a
proper "1screw " for the work carried out
he would not require an additional allow-
ance. If a policeman lives in the tropics
he has an allowance of £30. Therefore,
I do not see why wardens should receive
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£150; one man it; as good as another, no
matter what position be occupies. There
are other subsidiary salaries, travelling
expenses, forage allowances, hire of horses
and buggies; I undertake to say that the
Sultan of Turkey in all his splendour
cannot comipare with some wardens on the
goldields. It would be interesting to
have a look at them. And there is an
item for a, School of Mines, £2,500. I
would like this Committee to take note of
this. I for one am opposed to £2,500
being spent on the building of an elaborate
edifice in Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Boulder
or any place in Western Australia. We
have a right to go in for this thing in a
business-like way, as would a man
starting a school of mines as a private
speculation. Such a man would institute
classes and spend money in doing so, and
in providing the best lecturers that
the State or the Cornmonwealthi could
provide. That is how the money should be
expended, and after twelve months opera-
tion of that particular school we should
know definitely where the pupils were,
and where the echool should be located,
The member for Northam (Hon. G.
Throssell) told us he did not know of any
cry now of ,on people, one flag, one
destiny." I am a. federalist, and I am
proud of it:- I do not know of one fede-
ralist who is not proud of it.

Mn. JACOBY: I do; plenty.
MR. HOPKINS : The hon. member is

just the sort to know such persons. We
find that when federation was in the air,
the anti-federalists always camne before
the public; and I say that if the speech
of any anti-federalist is turned op to-day,
it will be found that the statement was
made that the State Treasury could not
stand federation, because the country
would lose £300,000 of revenue. Now,
we find the result of federation. The
federalists pointed out that if there was
a lose to the Treasury of £300,000, it
would mean that that amount of money
would be in the pockets of the people
and no harm would be done. We find
that there is increased taxation to the
extent of £800,000, so that the anti-
federalists were only.£600,000 out, which
is not so bad for the anti-federalists.
My experience of the federal party is
that they were actuated by motives
of the very highest:- they had nothing to
gain. History has made an empire, a

nation has been created not only by
minds undaunted by responsibilities, but
endowed with due discernment of that
tide in the affairs of men and nations,
which, taken at the flood, leads on to
fortune. That is the grit of which
federalists are made; that is thle grit
which moves tile world; that is the grit
'which I for one failed to discover in the
ranks of the anti- federalists. The federal
party find them selves toj-day-and is it
not reasonable-in line with the anti-
federal party. We were the free-trade
party, and now the Panti-federalists are
free-traders also. We were always going
in a straight line, not in company with
the wobblers and waverers, still. we were
bound to get the anlti-federalists on the
same track once in a way. And in the
course of matters we find ourselves to-day
going along with the anti-federal party
seeking the establishment of a tariff for
Australia that will not bear on Western
Australia to the detriment of individual
industries. There is no need for an
increase in the cost of living; there is no
need for an increase in the cost of tax-
ation: these are matters that can be
remedied. They canl be equalised and
altered by the State Parliament, and T an
one of those federalists that, when the facts
and figures are placed at may disposal-
and I expect they will be placed. at the
disposal of every member of the House-
if it is shown that there is such an enor-
mous increase of taxation, there is only
one alternative, the sliding scale must go.
There are a few other itemns I might have
referred to; but perhaps r have already
spoken at greater length than hon. mem-
bers think I have a right to speak. At
any rate, what I have said I have said
with all sincerity; and. any part I have
taken in debates in this House from the
time T entered it has8 been taken with
the same motive, and I hope that when
the time comes for mue to leave this
Chamber I shall be able to say with the
member for Northam, "I do it with all
sincerity, and that sincerity is pledged up
to the hilt.'

MR. F. CONNOR: As it is rather late,
and the House is very thin, I beg to
move that progress be reported.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): This is indeed a
new development. I was on my feet to
speak. However, I do not anticipate
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that I shall keep the member for East
Kimberley (Mr. Connor) very many
minutes in making the remarks I have to
offer. -

MR. CONNOR: I am not in the Chair,
you know.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
was not addressing the hon. member. I
regret to say that one bon. member, not
on the Treasury bench, had the temerity
to say that he did not take the member
for Northam (Hon. G. Throssell) seri-
Ously. I think that was a great mistake.
I did take the hon. gentleman seriously;
and because I took him seriously, I
extracted intense amusement from the
subject of his speech. The hon. gentle-
man first of all indulged in an almost
hysterical inquiry as to what was econ-
omical administration. I do not wonder
that he is anxious to know what econom-
ical administration is; because most cer-
tainly he has always been ignorant of it,
and, farther, he did his best during the
short time he occupied the position of Pre-
mier to make economical administration
absolutely impossible for those who fol-
lowed him. Again, the hon. member
pointed out a system by which considerable
saving might be effected; and that was
the reduction of Ministerial salaries.
[Ministerial laughter.] The hon. gentle-
man himself has been in Ministries longer
than I have been in Parliament He has
been in office for over four years ; and yet
we wait until this late hour-and the
country has been in far direr straits than
it is at the present time-to hear the bon.
gentleman put such a useful suggestion
forward. [MIEMBER: Useful! That is
very good.] I said the bon. gentleman
had made it hard for his successors to
practise economical administration; and
I said so advisedly, for during the short
time that he was Premier, the hon.
gentleman seems to have travelled round
the country-that is to say, when the
country did not come to him-and in all
cases returned the same answer to depu-
tationists and others whom be met: they
had "'proved their case up to the hilt,"
and he would give them a definite promise
that what they wished should be carried
out. I know that in my own department
that is one of the most embarrassing
things I have to meet. Again, several
hon. members have complained that the
Estimates are inflated. I contend that

they may well be inflated; because we
have to make provision fur four different
classes of expenditure. We have to take
four different factors into consideration.
In the first place we have the promises

Iwhich I have already mentioned; in the
Inext place we have the legacies left us by
the late Government; in the third place

Iwe have the enormous amount of interest
and sinking fund which we have to pay
on the Coolgardie Water Scheme.

THE COLONIAL TREASUREYR: Hear,
hear; Xl75,000oayear.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS; Yes;
£2175,000 a year; and during the con-
struction of the work we cannot expect to
get anything out of it. In the fourth
place we have an honest endeavour to get
everything on the Estimates. [Mim-
STERIALMgMBr~rS: Hear, bear.] I wishl
to draw attention-I shall do so more
fully when I come to deal with the esti-

Imates of my own department-to a
Isystem which has already been alluded
to, that of under-estimating the cost of
public works in order to arrive at a
bslance I cannot give much time to the
consideration of that systemn this evening;
but I will ask hon. members just to turn
for one moment to page 120 of the Esti-
mates. The first item on that page, item
168, is " Perth (head office) Additions
for the 12 months ending 30th June,
£28,000." The expenditure for- the 12
months ending on the 30th June was
actually £9,444 Is. id., showing an
under-estitnateof X1,14M is. d. Actually,
when that estimate was made, the con-
tract for the work was let. Farther, not
only was the contract let, but the Public
Works Department was absolutely cer-
tain that the whole of the outlay would
have to be met before the close of the
financial year; and yet, with their eyes
open, the ,y deliberately made that under-
estimate.

MR. JACOBY: A rotten system!
THE M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I

am very glad to hear the hon. member
sa~y so. It is, and has been, an absol utely
rotten system. I will take another work,
just from memory. A, telegraph line-I
forget its length, which however was
very considerable-was run to Mt. Sir
Samuel and Lake Way from Northamn.
That telegraph line was to be eonstructed
after the Estimates for the current year
had been passed. The Government were
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naturally in a bit of a, quandary as to
what vote they would take the money
from. I am wrong, however. The tele-
graph line was to be constructed after
the Estimates were passed; but it was
not thought advisable, for various reasons,
to put it on the Estimates. So what
was done? Out of a total of £20,000
voted for the development of goldfields,
the Government allocated £28,000 for the
purposes of this line; well knowing at
the time that although they allocated
£8,000, the line would cost £10,000. The
actual estimate, I think, was £9,800; and
the actual expenditure camne within £25.
of the estimate. Such is the system
whereby the Estimates in previous years,
have not been inflated. But there must be
inflation somewhere; and the inflation of
thelate Government has been in the Excess
Bills which the present Government have
been called on to lay before the Rouse.
I was also somewhat amused at the
endeavour of the member for Northamn
and several other members, to saddle the
fair fame of federation with the tariff
which we are now labouring under.
There never was a more unfair thing
than that. If we are to blame anything,
or anybody, for the tariff, let us blame
its true authors. So far as I am con-
cerned, I congratulate Western Australia
on the circumstance that she, at all
events, sent to the Federal Parliament
only one supporter of that tariff. I
regret that the single supporter in,
question has-also, to a great extent, been
the instigator of it-the instigator of a
tariff which must strike almost a death
blow at some of the most important
industries of Western Australia. I would
suggest to hon. members opposite -

Ma.. hconr: 'Ihere are not manyv of
us here just now.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Yes; that is much to be regretted.

Mna. Ji&conr: We will convey the
suggestion to absent members, if it is of
value.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
would suggi-st to those hon,. members
that if they are in such dire straits, and
if they suffer from that lack of courage
which they certainly' appear to suffer
from, I hey should send for one who, at
any rate, never suffered from lack of
courage, to come back and help them.
Let us have some more of that hopeful

ring of which hon, members opposite have
so oftent spoken: that is, unless the

I hopeful ring be broken. I very much
Ithink that if the right hon. gentleman in
question came back now and found the
country staggering under the weight of
thle taxation which lie has put on it, in
one respect at all evens, namely by this
Coolgardie Water Schemne, there would
not be so much of the hopeful Ing in
which bion, mnembers opposite so greatly
delight. Several remarks have been made
about the railways ; and the member for
Northam was very strong indeed in his
advocacy of the construction of non-

ipaying railways. Well can I understand
that advocacy, when I remember that
the hon. gentleman has for some years
been living cheek-by-jowl with such
eminent illustrations of non-paying rail-
ways as the Goomalling and the Green-
hills lines.

MaR. QUJINLAN:- The Goomalling line is
not vet finished.

Tax MINISTBR FOR WORKS:
Quite true; 'but the Goozualling line has,
been sufficiently finished to give us a fair
forecast of what it will be like. Again,
if these railways are not paying now,
what will they do when they are properly
capitalised? There are thiousands, tens
of thousands, scores of thousands of
pounds worth of line used now by the
railways of Western Australia. earning
revenue for the railways of the State, that
have never appeared in the Railway,
Department's capital account; and some
of them have been charged to that unfor-
tunate and long-suffering vote to which

1some gentleman proposed to charge "The
Golden Gate of Weste-rn Australia"-the
Fremantle Harbour Works. With regard
to my own section of the Estimates,
although I propose to deal more fully
with that when we come to it, I should
like to say that though the present
Government are accused: of having done
nothing, I at all events have made one or
two small alterations, which I think will
be of service if their formni he retained in
the Estimates during years to come, For
instance, I have devote a column-I can
quite understand why the members
opposite, when they were in power, did
not use the columin-to show the ulti-
mate cost of a work. (THE COLONIAL
TREAsURER: Hear, hear.] We shall no
longer be in any difficulty when we see
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£0600 put down, as to whether the work
is to cost X600, or, as has been the case
in the past, £1,800 ; because there will
be a column for the ultimate cost of the
work. And I can safely tell the House
that in every case, in the Public Works
Estimates, that ultimate cost has been
absolutely filled in. Where it isnot filled in,
the ultimate cost of the work will be
found in the column representing the
money to be expended this year. I am
rather sorry that the member for the
Boulder (Mr. Hopkins) gave me some-
thing of a shock. I have endeavoured
to make as great a feature as I
could in my section of the Estimates,
of the carrying out of roads and bridees.
That, I think, is an object upon which
this country maay well spend much more
money than has been spent in the past.
I regret to say that my estimates, in
common with the estimates of my
colleagues, have had to suffer very con-
siderably under the pruning process which
took place; and I shall not be able to
make the increase as marked as I should
have liked. But hon. members will notice
that on the roads and bridges votp, there
is an increase this year of £10,000. And
there is another way in which I hope to
make that vote more useful to the roads
boards. In the past there has been a vote
of £40,C000 on the Estimates for dis-
tribution, as bon. members in all their
simplicity thought, amongst the roads
boards. It has often puzzled me as to
bow all the roads boards got such small
amounts from the Government. I could
not figure it out. But not having at my
command the allocations to all the boards,
I was unable to make a comparison.
But I find that in the past, although
undoubtedly lion. members have been in
the habit of thinking this £40,000 was
for division amongst the roads boards,
very little was actually used for that
purpose, and a great deal of it was
used for special grants, which did not
appear on the Estimates. That, I
think, has been a most pernicious system.
I think-well, I shall not say it because
the hon. member is not here-but I
shail have an opportunity of telling him
what I think of it when that section of
the Estimates comes before us. But I
hope in future, when allocating that
£50,000, practically the whole of it will
be given to the roads boards, instead of

nearly half of it being kept back, to be
played with, as we find has been done in
the past. Ihe member for Toodyay, I
have no doubt, understands exactly what
I mean.

MR. QUINLAN: Oh, we do not do that
sort of thing.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think, altogether, the Colonial Treasurer
is to be congratulated upon the manner
in which hon. members have treated his
Estimates. At all events, I am glad to
say that amongst all the hon. members
who have spoken, I have heaxd very few
complaints about the Estimates of my own

dOn motion by Mn. F. CONNOR, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ROA DS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and read a first time.

SALE BY MORTGAGEES BILL.
Received from the Legislative Council,

and on motion by Mr. R. H&STIE, read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at nine minutes

past 11 o'clock, until the next day.


